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Y     O     U               
   Youth  Outreach University 

January 22-24 
on the campus of UCA in Conway, AR 

 

“...the truth will make YOU free.” 
John 8:32 

 

Keynote—Dr. Brad Harrub  
 

Deadline to sign up is December 20 
All youth and parents are encouraged to attend 

 

www.youthoutreachuniversity.org 
 

                        R  U   Convicted?                                   

                 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The church offices will be closed the week of December 
21-25.  There will be no Messenger mailed out next week 
and no Sunday paper on the 27th. 

Marcella Crawford Michael Lance 

Ken Burton  

Debbie Britt Kelda Jones 



                                                      

 

                              Shepherd’s Notes……Cameron Davis 
 
In a continuing effort to make you more familiar with the new elders of our church, I will give some 

history. I was born in Jonesboro in 1954, raised  and lived in Manila Arkansas until Lynell and I were married in 
1979. My parents were great people who attended the Baptist Church their whole lives, as were both grand-
parents. I fully understand the pressures created when one becomes a member of the Church of Christ. 
It requires a lot of understanding and patience, as does everything involving salvation and another's soul.    
Lynell and I have two daughters and 5 grandchildren. We lost our son Craig in 2007. Through that horrible 
event we saw this congregation at it's best. What an example of love and concern from Christians who prayed, 
called and provided so much support. It spoke volumes to those outside the church about what Christians do 
for one another.  

     We first moved to Mountain Home in August of 1979 to take over as manager of the Fred's Dollar Store that 
was located in College Plaza. That quickly unraveled and I started my nearly 30 years with Walmart at that 
time. We left in 1982, spent one year in West Plains,  then two years in South Texas in the great little town of 
Hondo. In January 1986 we moved to Branson and managed the store there until we moved back to Mountain 
Home in 1995.               (Continued below)  

From Ken’s Pen…..  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
    

"'Tis The Season To Be. . ."  
 

C hild-like with wonder 
H appy in spirit 
R adiant with joy 

I lluminated by love 

S oft-hearted 

T hankful for blessings 

M indful of others 

A nticipating good things 

S ecure with family 
 

      Come to think of it, are any of these things 
ever "out of season?” 
 

* * * * * 
      "Thank you" to all of you who have sent 
cards and in many other ways expressed your 
wishes to Diane and me for a happy holiday sea-
son.  Our prayer for all of you is that each one 
may enjoy time with family and friends; reflect 
upon the blessings and joys, as well as the trials 
and heartaches, of the past year; and to deter-
mine to serve God even more fervently in the 
year 2010.  May God bless you and keep you 
safe! 
 

 
 

  

 
(Continued from “Shepherd’s Notes”)  
 
I retired from Walmart in February of this year. I told 
someone recently that I have had big jobs before but 
never this much responsibility. I am humbled by your 
trust, but very much afraid and aware of what is re-
quired of an elder. Please continue to pray for us as 
we will for all of you as well.  
     Throughout my career I have tried to focus on at-
tacking problems, not people. I would like for this 
congregation to focus on restoring our members who 
have fallen away (Gal. 6:1) and getting back those 
who have moved to other congregations. You may 
not be able to talk to someone about becoming a 
Christian but you may be the only one who can talk to 
someone who moved away about coming back. Each 
issue requires patience, love, concern for their soul. 
Remember it is better to tell people why you have a 
hope of going to Heaven than why you think they are 
going to Hell. The elders will stand ready to go with 
you or go for you to visit anyone at anytime. I also 
would like to explore the possibility of getting our care 
groups restarted. This would be a great way to in-
crease communication among members and show 
concern for each other. Please pray for both matters 
and let me know what you think. Finally, please re-
member we can get through any issue if we continue 
to talk to one another. The elders may be responsible 
for the flock, but we are not the only ones with good 
thoughts and solutions to issues. We are not all 
knowing, all seeing, all wise. Those attributes belong 
to the God we all serve. Lets spend more time talking 
to one another and building up our congregation. 

 
 

  



  

FOOD BARRELS…. The items for the  
 Children’s Homes food barrels this week are 
canned chicken or tuna. 

 
NEW YEAR’S EVE…. Everyone is invited to get together 
starting at 6:00 p.m., on the 31st.  Bring food, games, 
etc. and enjoy an evening of good fellowship—and stay 
and see the New Year in, if you can stay up that late!!! 

 
NOTE…... 
There will be a reception following evening services on 
Sunday, December 20th for all widows, bus drivers, and 
bus riders.  Entertainment will be provided by the Lads to 
Leaders/Leaderettes Good Samaritans and the youth 
group.  Following the reception all interested will be taken 
to view Christmas lights.  Please contact  Ellis  or Jackie 
Jones, or Tim Burnley if you plan to attend. 
 
YOUTH NOTES…. 
Rewards Project #3…. Caroling on Tues-
day, the 22nd from 5:30-7:30, with hot 
chocolate to follow.  All college students 
are invited to join the youth group for this 
fun evening. 

 

THANK YOU… to Ben and Laura Strider for hosting our Youth 
Group Christmas Party last Sunday night.  There was around 
30 (youth and adults) in attendance and everyone had a fun 
evening. 

 
 

 

 
Those In Nursing Homes… 

Care Manor — Charlene Horton 
Good Samaritan - Rose Lewis 
Pine Lane  -   Phyllis Tague, Room 300; Leo Maynard,  Ruby 
Chandler,   Vida Bowers room 201, telephone 425-4003 
Auburn Hills  —   Roberta Stoddard  
Gassville Nursing Center—Frank &  Verniece  Cunningham, 
Hazel Smith, room 111,  phone 435-2090    
Hiram Shaddox — Estelle McDaniel 
 

Our Homebound….. 
Kelley Caldwell, Earl Nichols,  IvaLee Cleveland,  Virgie 
Lance,   Carla  Swadley,  Jerry Pelts 
 

Those needing our prayers….  
Ron Lewis is in BRMC, room 2424. Jim Ellis, Brad’s father, 
will undergo hip replacement surgery on Wednesday, in 
Benton. Also remember Anne Schuhknecht,  Estelle 
McDaniel, John Carter, Naomi Britt, Tina Cantrell, Wayne 
Crownover, Gladys Green,  Elsie Crawford, Nellie Uchtman 
and Bessie Saxion. 
                     

Cast all your anxiety on God because  
he cares  for you. I Peter 5:7 

Family   News   &   Notes  

From Me To You… 
     
 

                
      
      What A Wonderful Gift!  
 
     During the Christmas season most of us give a great deal of thought to the gifts we will give our loved ones. We 
try to select something that will have not only usefulness but of a special quality.  Using one internet search engine, I 
found that there were over 200,000 items that included the phrase: “the gift that never stops giving!” Try as we may, 
no material or earthly gift that we give our loved ones will last forever.  
   Many of the gifts that God gives will last for a relatively short period of time; others will last for our lifetime; 
whereas others will last for eternity.  Allow me to list three. 
How many times has our Lord given us that special gift when we so badly needed it. Perhaps it was renewed strength 
as we find in Isaiah 40:41: "But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint." 

    And how many times has God given the gift of a friend when we so badly needed one? Last week in the youth class 
we studied about the gift of friendship in God. "So David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. And David was 
in the Wilderness of Ziph in a forest. Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and strength-
ened his hand in God." 1 Samuel 23:15-16. 

    The last gift I would like to mention is one we definitely don’t want to miss out on.  It is the one of Eternal Life 
with the Father. “… the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” Romans 6:23.  What a wonderful day 
that will be when we can except it!                                            ~ Michael 




