The Mountain Home

Messenger

A friendly church with a vital message!

Volume VI Issue XLV

November 17, 2009

Mountain Home

CHURCH of
CHRISTT

245 East North Street

P.O. Box 880

Mountain Home, AR. 72653

Office: (870) 4254330 FAX: (870) 428118
E-mail: church@centurytel.net

Website: www.mtnhomechurchofchrist.com

Our Shepherds
Wayne Camp 4257002
Cameron Davis 4925098
Doyle Davis 4245703
David Pitchford 4258554
Theo Rowe 4256797
John Schuhknecht 4258297

Jim Scott 425876
Roger Stroud 4258603
Dennis Tindall 4815063
Our Servants
Tim Burnley Dwaine Gray
Bruce Caldwell Ellis Jones
J.R. Camp Tim Paden
Lloyd Camp Mark Page
Rodney Covington  Landon Pitchford
Dale Cowart Dennis Priborsky
Chad Dewey George Rowlett
Delbert Dover Steve Smith
Brad Ellis Ben Strider
Jim Estes Hank Strider

John Flowers Curtis Williams

Our Staff
Minister, Ken BUrton ..............ccceeveueeene 428525
Youth Minister, Michael Lance.................4625616
Secretary, Marcella Crawford................... 42330
Secretary, Kelda Jones .............cceveennee 42830

Radio Programs

"Words of Life"”
Sunday

"One Gospel Minute"
Four Times Daily
8:30-8:45 a.m. Monday-Friday
KTLO (1240 AM) KTLO (97.9 FM)
KPFM (105.5 FM)

CONTROL

| am amazed at our fascination with the idea of control. Th¢ re-
mote control for instance has become such a part of our lives thqt TV
sets without the remote control cannot be found. We have remote

controls for our TVs, VCRs, and even our stereos. | had a fr]
once who actually took his TV set in to get it repaired only to {
out that there was absolutely nothing wrong with his TV at all.
was using the wrong remote. Why the obsession with control?
cause we feel the need to be in complete control of our lives.

Control has dominated our lives. We are told to take contrq
our lives. The more control we have the better. We live our livg
daily fear of losing control. The greatest cause of anxiety todg
adult males is losing their jobs. Why? Because they have lost
trol.

The thing we forget is that we are only fooling ourselves

cause we really aren't in control. God is in control. Maybe that 'Eear

of being at  another's mercy caused the Pharisees to believe t
only way to get to heaven is to earn it through works. But the (
they kept overlooking is we all have sinned and fallen short of
glory of God (Romans 3:23). There is no way that any of us carj
off the debt that our sin has created. Why? Because that del
mands death and that is the price that has to be paid. We are n
the mercy of God. God saw the problem and solved it with the g
of His own son. We can never pay the debt we owe. No matter
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hard we try we will always fall short. It is only through His grdce

and mercy that we can be pulled out of this pit that we have du
ourselves through our sins. It took His blood to save us. | thank
that | am not in control and that He is in control.

~ Terry L. Bishop
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Everyone - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

e
Study

Weizlldy Tuesday - Ladies Bible Class 10:30 a.m. Lord's Day Services begin Sunday with Bible Study @ 9:30 a.m. followed by

Morning Worship @ 10:20 a.m. & Evening Worship @ 5:00 p.m.




Shepherd’s Notes...... David Pitchford

The Letter from Jesus
The New Testament is full of epistles — letters written by inspired writers to various people and church families.
Still today, these old letters are frequently read and used within the church for teaching and study.

Imagine what it would have been like to write such an important letter — one that would impact countless lives. Imagine
knowing that your effort was being crafted into a usable tool by God himself! What if God chose you to author such an im-
portant letter?

Many have surely wondered why Jesus Christ did not author any of the New Testament books or letters. The truth of the
matter is that Jesus did author many letters. Some people have read every word of the Bible, but sadly, they have yet to find
any of the unique letters written by Jesus Christ himself.

“You are a letter from Christ... written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tab-
lets of human hearts” (2 Cor.3:3).

Many ancient letters of Scripture were preserved in clay jars. No lump of clay has ever served a more honorable purpose
than protecting such a valuable message. Similarly, when Jesus wrote his letter, he stored it a clay jar. Suddenly, a shape
of clay found its most fulfilling purpose in carrying about the most valuable message ever written...

“We have this treasure in jars of clay ... always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also

be manifested in our bodies” (2 Cor.4:7, 10).

(Continued below)

‘ From Ken’s Pen.....

~

In Matthew 23:23, Jesus exposed one of the
weaknesses of the Pharisees of His day: "Woe to
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe
mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and
faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without
neglecting the others” (ESV).

MAJORING IN MINORS

We can become guilty of the same sin as were
the Pharisees. There are certain things that are re-
quired for us by the Lord, if we would be acceptable
to Him. However, prayers, ceremonies, and worship
are useful to bring us into communion with God, mak-
ing us like God in our character. When observances
and worship have no results in character and service,
they become useless. While outward observances of
religion are necessary, let us not allow them to be
substitutes for right conduct, sympathy, love, and the
humble child-like attitude of spirit, without which no
one can enter into — or remain in — the Kingdom!

We can easily lose sight of the main objective,
which is to become more and more like Jesus in our
attitudes, thoughts, and actions. The writer of He-
brews sets forth the way to keep us from losing our
focus: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 look-
ing to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1, 2, ESV).

(Continued in next column)

(Continued from “The Letter From Jesus”)

When Christ is lived today, the old letters of Scrip-
ture come back to life. The Word is alive within each
one who bears his life-giving Spirit of freedom (Il
Cor.3:17-18).
from the suffering Christ to a suffering world. As you
are transformed into his image, you become Jesus’
living letter of appeal!

“The love of Christ controls us... Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us” (2 Cor.5:14, 20).

By Alan Pitchford

From East Ridge Church of Christ By

Chattanooga, TN

(Continued from “Ken’s Pen”)

| want to take this opportunity to express my appre-
ciation for the men who have been selected to join with
our current elders to serve as shepherds among us:
Wayne Camp, Cameron Davis , John Schuhknecht ,
and Dennis Tindall . | look forward to working under
their oversight in the Lord’s work. Also, | am grateful to
the congregation for selecting these good men to serve
in this work. My prayer is that the Lord will grant them
many years to serve in this office, and that our
“veteran” elders, Doyle Davis, David Pitchford, Theo
Rowe, Jim Scott and Roger Stroud  will serve for
many more years as well. May God grant that this con-
gregation will continue to uphold His word in our
preaching, teaching, and activities under the guidance
of all of our elders, and may we work together in peace
for the edification of each member of the Lord’s body.

The heart of every Christian is a letter
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When you pray, /a/em remember e ﬁ%«//)(/,..

Those In Nursing Homes...

Good SamaritaRose Lewis

Pine Lane Phyllis Tague, Leo Maynard, Ruby Chandlg
Vida Bowers room 201, telephone/i:3

Auburn Hills- Roberta Stoddard

Gassville Nursing Cenferank & Verniece Cunningham,
Hazel Smith, room 111, phone2(E®)

Care Maner-Charlene Horton

Hiram ShaddexEstelle McDaniel

Our Homebound

Earl Nichols, IvalLee Cleveland, Virgie Lance, Ca
Swadley, Jerry Pelts

Those needing our prayers....
Ramona Williams is in BRMC, room 4410. Estellg
iel, Jim's mother, is also in the local hospital, P4
member Naomi Britt, Michael White, Vida Bowerg
Crownover, Tina Cantrell, Kelley Caldwell, Gen
Brenda Shannon, Gladys Green, Elsie Crawfor(
Uchtman and Bessie Saxion.

GHANA WATER WELLS....

The ladies’ class will collect funds during the month o
ber, for the drilling of water wells in Ghana, . If you wo
help, give your check to Libby Baker or Rebecca Kemp

CHILDREN'S HOME FOOD BARRELS
this week is Ritz Crackers.

TEACHERS NOTERLease sign the list on the bulle
board for the positions yo u would like to teach for,
thext year (babies through 6th grade), If you have q
tions call Bruce or Pat Caldwell.

LADS TO LEADERS/LEADERETTE —NOTE
If you are participating in the Lads-to-Leaders(ettes)
program and have not received a packet from Dennis
Tindall this month, please see him to pick up your
packet. This includes those who are going to the con-
vention, and those who are not going to the conven-
tion, but doing "at home" events. If you have doubts or

\rkquestions, please see Dennis.

GIFTS FOR CHILDREN'S HOME _If you took the
name of a child from the Children’s Home, to buy gifts
they will need to be in by November 28th.

%}Qﬁ"bRIVE... We will be collecting coats for local ch
E@@R, ERain this year. The most needed will be heavy co
gWEaie boys sizes 1T2. Coats may be dropped off at

offfpgnif you have questions, see Pat Caldwell.

|y NEHENOTES... Youth group members and parents, m
plans to help with the leaf raking Gaturday (21st.),from 9
to 12. This is the first of three rewards projects. Bring r
and gloves.

avenger hunt, Sunday night (22ndBring $5 for food.
Eﬁéﬁ
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| are reminded of the sign up sheets on the bu

dPthesilver Dollar Citytrip coming upDecember 12tk
and forY.O.U, in January.
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From Me To You...

It's A New Day

One of my favorite blessings we receive in this world is t
that comes to an end, only to begin another 24 hours. Now |

always been something that | have given thought to. And if you think about it, it is one ofrifeasiusg

things about life.

Many of our folks are right in the middle of deer hunting season. How have you fairedihgnithadioesn't matter what
yesterday was like, today is a new day. It doesn't matter that you never saw a deer yesterdayl| telbgtter. Again, you
really think about it, hunters and also fishermen are men and women of optimism. If not, thegvengét up the next morn-

ing and do it all over again. There’s just something about th

Today is a creation that is meant to be one of promise and hope, not dread and despintltadma time for leawjrthe

disappointments and discouragements of yesterday and hol

to forget about the failures of days past and embrace new mercy.
The prophet of Lamentations makes this very important stateniéhe steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his m
never come to an end, they are new every morning, great is your faithfulness. The LORD is1isgysartiosoul, therefore |

will hope in him."1 really, really like that and you should

Some of you really messed up yesterday. You lied, used hurtful or hateful words, che@amaetthdughts, or just mag

you had the chance to be that ‘Good Samaritan’ and turned
do not have to bring the failures of yesterday with you today

You now have a choice; you can either run from God, ashamed of the failures of the pastn sugda Him, knowing tha
His faithfulness is great and that He has new mercy He longs to show to you, beginning eagidagd ever
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hat thing we call a "day." You kr2dwhdbeg
know it doesn't take much to intogugnisibas

e possibilities of a new day.

ding on to the possibility of soneetliing &lsti an opportuwit

too. Let me tell you why.

the other way. But that was yestaydayoday. It is new. You
. God's mercies begin afresh EACH day!
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