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“Do You Want to Live To Be: 
85? 95? Older?” 

By Tom Holland 
  
 In bold green type on the front of a large envelope this 
question recently came to me. My mental response was what yours 
probably would be: "That all depends: If my mind is still alert. If I 
can take care of myself so I'm not a burden to others."  
 Further reflection led me to respond with a "no!" No, I do 
not want to live to be 85, 95, or older. I want to live forever, don't 
you? Please note that I didn't say that I wanted to live on earth for-
ever. But I do want to live forever.  
 The Lord Jesus Christ has assured us that if we get into 
Him and abide in Him we shall indeed live forever! When our Lord 
was at the tomb of Lazarus, the Savior declared, "I am the resur-
rection, and the life; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die. Believest thou this?" (John 11:25,26).  
 Please observe that it is "in me," in Christ, that we are as-
sured that we shall never die. It is in Christ that we live. Did He not 
come to give us an abundant life (John 10:10)? Are we not prom-
ised life if we truly accept God's testimony about His Son, with all 
that is implied in the acceptance of that testimony (John 20:30,31)? 
Having received life in Christ, new life (II Corinthians 5: 17), then 
we live. Physical death does not destroy our real life in Christ. 
Physical death is for a faithful child of God a "departure," not a 
destruction (Philippians 1:23; II Timothy 4:6). Physical death for 
God's child is not termination, it is transition (Philippians 1:23).  
 Death means separation. Physical death is a separation of 
the spirit from the body (James 2:26). But the Christian who lives 
in Christ will never be separated from His Lord. In physical death 
he/she goes to "be with Christ."  In eternity we shall be with 
Him—forever!!  
 



 
 
 

                                                       

                       Shepherd’s Notes…… Theo Rowe 

From Ken’s Pen…..  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Forgive and Forget 
 

     When we forgive we do so for two reasons. First of all we are obeying God's command and secondly we forgive to be 
happy because we are the ones who gain the most from our forgiving actions. Many times, rather than truly forgiving we 
harbor grudges, bitterness, and self-pity until we have an appetite for little else. Our ability to handle these hostile feelings 
are our keys to good mental health.  
     Christ on the cross is the supreme example of forgiveness (Luke 23:24). There are many scriptures with commands to 
forgive our fellow man. "Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also." (Matthew 5:39) 
"Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another. If any man have a quarrel against any even as Christ forgave you, so 
also do ye" (Colossians 3:13). If we don't forgive others, neither will God forgive our wrongs (Matthew 6:15).  The parable 
of the unmerciful servant in chapter 18 of Matthew teaches the necessity of forgiveness if we hope to be forgiven.  
     Even when our human nature stands as a roadblock in doing what our minds have been conditioned to do through His 
word, we need to call on God to please help us to forgive. Then we achieve real strength because we know that forgive-
ness does not come entirely through our own will or might, but through the mercy of God.  
                                                   (Continued below) 

 

      "LOOKING UNTO JESUS. . ."  
 

 One of the key words which is used among sports 
figures, business executives, and "self-help" specialists is 
"FOCUS!"  Success in any of these areas is attained in 
direct proportion to the focus with which one sets his goals 
and priorities, and then reaches for them without distrac-
tion. 
     The writer of Hebrews certainly believed that the "sure-
fire, can't miss" way to attain our goal is to be focused!  He 
knew the dangers we face from distractions.  In fact, he 
lists three possible distractions: 
 

"Let us lay aside  every weight . . ."  We can be 
weighed down by work-loads, family problems, 
recreational activities, or infirmities, any or all of 
which can cause us to lose our focus. 

 

". . .and the sin which doth so easily beset us . . ."  
Sin is "public enemy #1" to all who strive for the 
goal of heaven.  Sin will definitely cause us to lose 
our sense of focus! 

 

". . .and let us run with patience  the race that is set 
before us . . ."  What a terrible shame to lose our 
focus due to impatience, growing weary when the 
victory is in sight! 

 

     What is the cure for an unfocused life?  "Look unto Je-
sus!"  Keep Him constantly in view!  Do not let Him out of 
your sight!  Wherever you are, whatever you are doing, 
whoever you are with, "Look at Jesus!"  Be focused on the 
goal, and on the One who will spur you on to success! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
     Our Wednesday Summer Series continues with Bobby 
Dockery  of the Baldwin church of Christ in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas.  He will speak on the second beatitude, 
“Blessed Are They that Mourn.” Please be here for this 
edifying lesson! 
 

“Forgive and Forget” continued 
 

     How can we tell if we have really forgiven? We may 
ask ourselves the following questions.  
(1) Do I secretly rejoice when I hear of some misfortune 

happening to my offender?  
(2) Do I purposefully avoid His presence?  
(3) Do I speak to him hesitatingly and only when I have to.  
(4) Do I vividly remember the wrong committed? 
(5) Do I ever sit in silence and think about the wrong done 
to me? 
(6) If a particular circumstance arose related to the of-
fender demanding prayer, would I happily and anxiously 
go to God in  his behalf?  
(7) Have I sought an opportunity to do him a favor? If we 
can answer these questions correctly then we know how to 
truly forgive and forget.  
 
 
 

Criticism…..  
   The church is made up of imperfect people. All of us 
have our faults. The amazing thing is that God has been 
able to work through imperfect Christians. He has never 
had a chance wit any other kind. 
    The Christian who becomes infected with criticism of 
others loses sight of the major cause. He gets engrossed in 
details and misses the supreme design. His eyes wander 
from the crucified Christ to focus on the faults of those for 
whom Christ died. This causes his spiritual life to dry up. 
     WANTED: Christians who overlook the faults of others 
as easily as they do their own. 
 
THINK ABOUT IT………….. 
People blame fate for accidents but feel personally respon-
sible when they make a hole-in-one…….. 



  
CHILDREN’S HOMES FOOD BAR-
RELS items for this week are: Barbecue 
Sauce, Mustard or Ketchup. 

 
ITEMS FOR GHANA PREACHERS DEADLINE IS JULY 
22ND. —The container will be loaded for shipping on 
July 25th. Lloyd is in need of two or three to go with him 
to Searcy that day to deliver our supplies and help  load 
the container. If you can help, see Lloyd Camp. We are 
in need of books of sermons or sermon outlines for 
Ghana. Material by Leroy Brownlow, N.B. Hardeman, 
Wayne Jackson, Gus Nichols, Guy N. Woods, Batsell 
Barrett Baxter, Tom Holland, Hugo McCord, B.C. Good-
pasture, J.W. McGarvey or class books by Wendell 
Winkler (and sons) would be appreciated.  

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASS — Our special Wednes-
day night summer series speaker this week (July 
15th), will be Bobby Dockery from Fayetteville.  
His topic will be “They That Mourn.”  All those 5th 
grade and up will meet in the auditorium. 

 
 

 

 

Those In Nursing Homes… 
Good Samaritan - Rose Lewis 
Pine Lane  -   Phyllis Tague,  Vida Bowers, Leo Maynard 
Auburn Hills  —   Roberta Stoddard  
Gassville Nursing Center—Hazel Smith, room 111,  
   (phone 435-2090);    Frank &  Verniece  Cunningham 
Care Manor — Charlene Horton 
 

Our Homebound….. 
Nellie Uchtman, Earl Nichols, IvaLee Cleveland,  Connie Ander-
son, Virgie Lance, Carla Swadley, Jerry Pelts 
 

Those needing our prayers….  
Doyle Hammack is in room 3407 and Junior Tilley is in room 
3514 at BRMC.  Also please remember Ransy Cotter, Wayne 
Crownover, Elsie Crawford, Velma Cotter, Kelley Caldwell, 
Ramona Williams, Doug Oakes, Kathy Brainerd, Arron Allen
(grandson of Lawrence & Ruth Page),    Phyllis Salz (Mike Bach-
erl’s sister),  Estelle McDaniel (Jim’s mother), Tina Cantrell,  
Bessie Saxion and Norman and Jane Cox. 
 
 

 

Family   News   &   Notes  

From Me To You… 
 

 
 

 Christ Quest 
      Youth Rally—August 7-9 
       Theme:  “Human Clay” 

     The Keynote speaker will be Keith Parker from Hendersonville, TN. 
        Daniel Hudgens will be leading our singing 
           Class speakers include:  Graham Carey, Tony Hamilton,  
           Johnathan House, Michael Meredith,  
             Travis Morrison and Beau Bennett 
 

               Sign up lists are posted on the youth bulletin board for areas in  
               which help is needed. 




