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         Flags and Faithfulness  
 
As it waves in the air, you can be reminded of Jesus and 
your commitment to Him. (After all, a flag is a symbol; 
the symbolism depends on what you see in the flag.)  
The red and white stripes can remind you of the physical 

wounds inflicted on Jesus. Blood red and pure white blend together 
to make possible atonement and redemption. The number of stripes 
only begins to enumerate the sins of human kind. Perhaps it is ap-
propriate that 13 stripes are included - "13" certainly suggests that 
something ominous is taking place. Yet God demonstrates His 
great power (and love) by taking the ominous (death) and making 
of it the ultimate good (eternal life). The stripes of the flag remind 
us that God's reach is great and His love even greater.  
 The blue field can remind you of the sky into which Jesus 
ascended and from which He will one day return. The Holy people 
of God will rise into that sky and join their Lord in the air on the 
day He returns (I Thessalonians 4: 16, 17). This same blue is also 
the royal color -- the blue of Kings. How appropriate it is that this 
blue heralds the return of the King, Christ Jesus, to claim His own 
and to dispense righteous judgment.  
 And, finally, what about the stars? Why, that's us! We give 

forth the light of truth and godliness, catching the eye of those 
prepared to notice, and helping them join that glorious con-

stellation. Creating, perhaps a fish (an early symbol of Christ) 
or a lion (as in the "lion of Judah") or even a cross. There can 
be no greater honor or task than shining forth for Christ. And 
the stars on our flag can be' a reminder of this important task.  
 Stripes of red and white, a field of blue, and shining stars 
can all work together, reminding us that God loves us. And remind-
ing us that we love Him!  
 Happy flag watching!  
              ~ Ron McQuinn  



 
 
 

                                                       

                       Shepherd’s Notes…… Jim Scott 

From Ken’s Pen…..  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  BILL  
     His name is Bill. He has wild hair, wears a T-shirt with holes in it, jeans and no shoes. This was literally his wardrobe for his entire 
four years of college. He is brilliant. Kind of esoteric and very, very bright. He became a Christian while attending college. 
     Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative church. They want to develop a ministry to the students, but 
are not sure how to go about it. 
     One day, Bill decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt and wild hair. The service has already started and so 
Bill starts down the aisle looking for a seat. The church is completely packed and he can’t find a seat. By now, people are really look-
ing a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything. 
     Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the pulpit and, when he realized there are no seats, he just squats down right on the carpet. 
(Although perfectly acceptable behavior at a college fellowship. Trust me, this had never happened in this church before). 
     By now, the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is growing thicker by the minute. 
     About this time the minister realizes that from way at the back of the church, a deacon is slowly making his way toward Bill. Now, 
the deacon is in his eighties, has silver-gray hair and a three-piece suit. A Godly man, very elegant, very dignified, very courtly. He 
walks with a cane and as he starts walking toward this boy, everyone is saying to themselves that you can’t blame him for what he is 
going to do. How can  you expect a man of his age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor?  
                                            (Continued in column below) 

(Continued from “Shepherd’s Notes”) 
   It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy. The church is 
utterly silent now except for the clicking of the man’s cane. All 
eyes are focused on him. You can’t even hear anyone breathing. 
The minister can’t even preach the sermon until the deacon does 
what he must do. Everyone waits, feeling sorry for the young 
boy, knowing that the deacon is going to tell him to leave. 
   And now, they see the elderly man drop his cane on the floor. 
With great difficulty, he lowers himself and sits down next to 
Bill and worships with his so he won’t be alone. Everyone in the 
building chokes back the tears and has a smile on their face. 
   When the minister gains control of his emotions, he says, 
“What I am about to preach—you will never even remember. 
What you have just seen — you will never forget!” 

 
Which Shall it Be. . . A Crown or a Smile? 

     In my over 40  years of teaching, I have encountered many, 
many professed Christians with serious disposition and attitude 
problems ... from the outright grouchy and cantankerous, to sim-
ply unhappy and glum .. Never can one reconcile such with what 
the Bible teaches! 
     "Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous, and shout for 
joy ... " (Psalm.32: 11). 
     "My soul shall be joyful in the Lord; it shall rejoice in his 
salvation" (Psalm 35:9).”  
     . .. let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God. Yea 
let them exceedingly rejoice" (Psalm 68:3). 
     "Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice,  
(Philippians 4:4) 
     Though we've not seen Jesus Christ with our eyes, yet we 
believe in Him, and we are to "rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory" (1 Peter 1:8). 
     The above are but a few of the Scriptures that could be cited, 
teaching plainly that Christians are to be a genuinely happy peo-
ple! Therefore, for a brother or sister to go around with a sour 
look on his or her face, and with a grumpy and combative dispo-
sition is to COMMIT SIN! This, then, IS a serious matter and 
could well be the causative factor of some precious souls being 
lost! 
          ~ M. B. Boren 
 

      Beginning at Acts 3:1, we read of a miracle of healing 
by the hand of Peter.  The man who was healed had been 
lame since birth, and was over 40 years of age when he 
was confronted by Peter and John (Acts 4:22).  As he was 
at the temple asking for "alms" from passers-by, Peter 
fixed his eyes on him, and said, "Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have, give I unto thee: In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." 
     Have you ever been in the circumstances of Peter, 
having little or no "silver or gold"?  When we study about 
stewardship (giving), we tend to limit our discussion to 
giving money for the work of the Lord.  However, as Peter 
demonstrates, there are many other things we can - and 
should - be giving to the Lord. 
     Following is a list to serve as a reminder of the various 
areas of life which should be dedicated to God's service: 
 

  (1) Give your time  (John 9:4; Psalm 90:12) 
 

  (2) Give your prayers  (James 1:3; 2 Thess. 3:1, 2) 
 

  (3) Give true  worship  (John 4:24; Matthew 4:10) 
 

  (4) Give kindness  (2 Peter 1:7; Ephesians 4:32) 
 

  (5) Give a godly life  (Titus 2:11-13) 
 

  (6) Give obedience  (Romans 6:16-18; Hebrews 5:8, 9) 
 

  (7) Give yourself  (2 Corinthians 8:1-5) 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

    Summer Series – July 8, we are blessed to have    Hal-
bert Smith  from Gainesville, Missouri as our speaker. He 
will speak on the first beatitude – “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). 
 

    Sunday night, July 12, Bob Turner  will be our speaker. 
We are one of the congregations supporting Bob in his 
work with the Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver 
(formerly known as the Bear Valley School of Preaching). 
Bob will be accompanied by his wife Cheryl, who is work-
ing with the wives of the students who are training to be 
preachers.  



  
CHILDREN’S HOMES FOOD BARRELS  item for 
this week is Juice. 

 

ITEMS FOR GHANA PREACHERS — We are in need of 
books of sermons or sermon outlines for Ghana. 
Material by Leroy Brownlow, N.B. Hardeman, 
Wayne Jackson, Gus Nichols, Guy N. Woods, Bat-
sell Barrett Baxter, Tom Holland, Hugo McCord, 

B.C. Goodpasture, J.W. McGarvey or class books by Wendell 
Winkler (and sons) would be appreciated. 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASS—Our special Wednesday 
night summer series speaker this week (July 8th), will 
be Halbert Smith from Gainesville. His topic will be 
“The Poor in Spirit.”  All those 5th grade and up will 
meet in the auditorium. 

 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY—The ladies will meet on Thurs-
day (9th), to prepare baskets for the shut-ins. A salad 
luncheon will follow and the men are invited to join the 
ladies for lunch. 

 
49er’s will meet Thursday, the 9th at 6 p-.m. in building B.  
Everyone is invited to bring a dish and your favorite games 
and enjoy an evening of good food, fun and fellowship. 

 
TOTALLY TEEN TUESDAY — July 14th from 10:00-1:30.  
Bring a change of clothes and $5.00 for lunch. 

 

 

 

Those In Nursing Homes… 
Good Samaritan - Rose Lewis 
Pine Lane  -   Phyllis Tague,  Vida Bowers, Leo Maynard 
Auburn Hills  —   Roberta Stoddard  
Gassville Nursing Center—Hazel Smith, room 111,  
   (phone 435-2090);    Frank &  Verniece  Cunningham 
 

Our Homebound….. 
Nellie Uchtman, Earl Nichols, IvaLee Cleveland,  Connie Ander-
son, Virgie Lance, Carla Swadley, Jerry Pelts 
 

Those needing our prayers….  
Charlene Horton  underwent foot surgery on Monday and is in 
BRMC, room 2521 and Elsie Crawford is in room 2509. Velma 
Cotter will be at the Mayo Clinic this week for a check up. Bradie 
Bequette, daughter of Leo & Sheila Fortenberry, underwent sur-
gery Monday in St. Louis.  Also, please remember Ransy Cotter, 
Wayne Crownover, Kelley Caldwell, Ramona Williams, Doug 
Oakes, Estelle McDaniel (Jim’s mother), Tina Cantrell,  Bessie 
Saxion and Norman and Jane Cox. 
 

Sympathy….. 
Joy Mitchell, mother-in-law of Tammy Mitchell and aunt of Mary 
Ann Dillard, passed away Saturday.  We extend our sympathy 
to all the family. 

 

Congratulations ~ Doyle & Bernice Davis will cele-
brate  their 65th wedding anniversary on June 8th. 

Family   News   &   Notes  

From Me To You… 
 

 
 
 Summer is always a good time for our folks to get together and enjoy each others good company.  
We have had several such activities these past couple of weeks as we take advantage of the young people 
being out of school and not so much on their schedule.  Two weeks ago we had a very memorable trip to 
St. Louis for a Cardinals game.  No, it wasn’t memorable because of the game (they actually lost).  The al-
ternator on our bus went out around Licking, MO. After several calls we found that the church in Rolla had 
a bus large enough, and they allowed us borrow it to make it the rest of the way.  Well, somewhere around 
St. Clair this bus decided to stop running, on the Interstate mind you.  With no power steering and little to 
nothing brakes we coasted into the only rest stop within 58 miles (I checked) and started calling once again 
for some help.  We did get the bus running and finally made it to downtown St. Louis about an hour before 
game time.  The trip took us nine hours…most of it without AC!  I appreciate so much the patience and 
good attitudes of the young people and adults during this troublesome trip.  We can smile and laugh about 
it now, but I don’t know when the next trip to St. Louis will be. 
 Last Wednesday Richard and Marianne Pyeatt hosted the youth for some slip-n-slide fun and fire-
works, and on Sunday we enjoyed a cook-out and devotional at the home of Cameron and Lynell Davis.  
Several folks were at the Cowart home on Saturday for a fourth of July cookout and show, and I’m sure 
many of you have been with other groups these past several days.  Isn’t it nice, refreshing, and uplifting to 
be together with our Christian family.  I look forward to the other many opportunities during the next several 
weeks. 

                                                     Michael 




