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 Good News About Sin! 
      A Sunday school teacher, trying to teach the meaning of confession, 
wanted to make sure the class had understood her point. She asked, "Can 
anyone tell me what you must do before you obtain forgiveness of sin?" 
There was some silence, broken by a small voice piping up from the back of 
the room, "You have to sin!" Whether we all have to sin or not, we all do. 
The Bible informs us "there is none righteous, no not one" (Rom. 3: 10). 
Sin is prevalent and it is polluting. It mars marriages, fractures families, 
wrecks lives, breaks hearts, destroys innocence, corrupts consciences and 
ruins souls. It is a spiritual virus more dangerous than small pox, anthrax, 
and the AIDS virus combined, for it does what none of these dreaded bio-
logical agents can do - it separates us from God, and, if left untreated and 
unrepented of, sends us to hell (Isaiah 59:102; Romans 6:23a). The fright-
ening news about the spiritual virus of sin is that it has infected every ac-
countable person on earth "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God " (Romans 3:23). Even in this age of medical marvels and miracle 
cures, there is no pill, prescription, or procedure that can cure man of sin 
and the devastating effect it has on the human soul.  
     It is hard to find any good news about sin, but there is some. The good 
news about sin is that it can be forgiven! Mark 1:4 informs us that John the 
Baptist "came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of re-
pentance for the remission of sin. " Later, in Acts 2:38, in the first gospel 
sermon ever preached after the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of 
Christ, the apostle Peter told a group of sinners who had come to believe in 
Jesus to "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit."  The good news about sin is that we can turn from and be forgiven 
of it! John Alexander writes words about sin you don't hear everyday: "Sin 
is the best news there is. Because with sin there's a way out. You can't re-
pent of confusion or psychological flaws inflicted by your parents, you're 
stuck with them. But you can repent of sin." Alexander goes on to say re-
pentance is the only grounds for hope and joy and reconciled, joyful rela-
tionships (Student Leadership Journal, Fall 2000, p. 23). Proverbs 28:13 
sums up the good news about sin: "He who covers his sins will not prosper, 
but whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy." The remedy that 
puts the spiritual cancer of sin into remission is repentance! That's the good 
news about sin!  
         
       -Dan Gulley  
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     Recently when we had someone come forward and repent, they made the statement that "this is so 
hard to do." The thought occurs to me that it shouldn't be hard. When we are together in church, it should be 
the best time of our week. It should be like a warm blanket on a cold day, like supper at grandma's when we 
were young and so much more, but you get the point. When we are together it should be the happiest, safest 
place we know.  But here comes reality, we allow our petty, condescending, "holier than thou," condemning 
second nature to come along as well. We are not the only ones to have a problem with this, the Pharisee did as 
well. Read in Luke 18:9-14. When we elevate ourselves it is usually at the expense of others. Look at the con-
trast between the two hearts in that reading. The Pharisee--thanking God that he was not like the others. The 
tax collector-- asking God to forgive him--a sinner. Which mind set do you want to defend on judgment day.  
Friends if we took the sinners and hypocrites out of the church, there would be no one left. All have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23. Read John 8:1-7. When you read that put yourself in the very day 
and time that is being said. Is it your nature to pick up a stone or to fall to your knees and ask God to forgive 
you of the sin in your life.  When someone comes forward do you say, "well, I wonder what they did", "this ought 
to be good" or perhaps "I cant wait to call so and so and tell them this."                (Continued in column below) 
 

           AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL  
 
 This week-end, our nation’s citizens will celebrate 
the 234th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, the date recognized as “the birthday of our 
nation.” How are we doing at such a ripe, old age? 
 

 The following excerpt is from a poem written by 
Judge Roy Moore of Alabama.  Judge Moore was in the head-
lines a few years ago for opposing a ruling that demanded 
the Ten Commandments be removed from the courthouse 
where he served as judge. 
 

America the Beautiful, 
   Or so you used to be. 

Land of the Pilgrims’ pride; 
   I’m glad they’ll never see 

 
Babies piled in dumpsters, 
    Abortion on demand, 

Oh, sweet land of liberty; 
    Your house is on the sand. 

 
Our children wander aimlessly, 

    Poisoned by cocaine, 
Choosing to indulge their lusts, 

    When God has said, “Abstain.” 
 

You think that God’s not angry 
    That our land’s a moral slum? 
How much longer will He wait 
    Before His judgment comes? 

 
If we who are His children 

    Will humbly turn and pray, 
Seek His holy face 

    And mend our evil way: 
  

 
 
 
 

(Continued in next column) 
 
 
 

. 

 

(Continued from “Shepherd’s Notes”) 
 

Maybe you say "Oh, we are going to be late to lunch." 
Over the years I have noticed a drop in the number of 
people who come down front after the church is dis-
missed to talk to the one that came forward. We all 
need to go and thank them for their good example 
and let them know we love them and are praying for 
them. Ask them to pray for us as well, it goes both 
directions. If we truly are a congregation of Christians 
that love and care for each other then maybe it will not 
be as hard to come before the congregation and re-
pent of the sin in our lives. Let's all strive for the mind 
and heart of the tax collector and the ones that come 
forward. 
 
 
(Continued from “Ken’s Pen”)  
 

Then God will hear from Heaven 
    And forgive us of our sins, 

He’ll heal our sickly land 
    And those who live within. 

 
But, America the Beautiful, 

    If you don’t – then you will see, 
A sad but Holy God 

    Withdraw His hand from thee. 
 

 **************************************  
 

     Our Wednesday Night Summer Series will resume 
next week, July 7, with Russell Epperson from Freed-
Hardeman University speaking on the fruit of “Peace” 
in the Christian Home. Russell is the son-in-law of 
David and Sandra Pitchford. 



  
 

FOOD BARRELS…. Children’s Homes food barrel 
items  for  this  week  are Enchilada  Sauce  and Taco  
Seasoning. 

 
MOBILE MAMMOGRAPHY UNIT will be here 
July 16. For an appointment, call Sherry 
McGoldrick at 508-1464. 

 
TURN CAMPAIGN….. We encourage everyone to 
support the Turn Campaign. Visit the website at  
www.turncampaign.com  or see Chad Dewey, Adam 
Jones or Ethan Wright for more information. 
 
NORTHWEST ARKANSAS LECTURES— at the Bellefonte 
church at Harrison, July 9-11. A list of times and speakers is 
posted on the family bulletin board. 
 
COMING UP…… 
 Men’s Breakfast—Tuesday, July 6th 6:30 — at Fireside 
 

 49er’s—Thursday, July 8th 6 P.M.— building B 
 Green Valley Bible Camp—July 18-24 (there are still 
some openings. Go to greenvalleybiblecamp.com, to 
register. 

 Christ Quest Youth Rally — August 6-7-8—sign up 
lists are posted on the family bulletin board for those 
who can house out of town youth. Please sign up as 
soon as possible. 

 

 
 
Those In Nursing Homes… 

Good Samaritan - Rose Lewis 
Pine Lane  -   Phyllis Tague, Room 300; Leo Maynard,  Ruby 
Chandler,   Vida Bowers room 201; Juanita Stone, Room 202 
Gassville Nursing Center—Frank &  Verniece  Cunningham, 
Hazel Smith, room 111,  phone 435-2090    
Hiram Shaddox — Estelle McDaniel 
 

Our Homebound….. 
Murrell Dacus, Kelley Caldwell,  Earl Nichols, Gladys Green,  
Elsie Crawford,  Virgie Lance,  Carla  Swadley, Nellie Uchtman,   
Jerry Pelts  
 

Those needing our prayers….  
Tim Phelps went to Little Rock on Monday to see a heart sur-
geon. His surgery is scheduled for July 14th. Naomi Britt remains 
in BRMC, room 4429  and will  be going to Good Samaritan 
when she is released.  Barbara Stone is home from the hospital, 
but not doing well. Mercedes Darr is recovering at home, follow-
ing gallbladder surgery last week. Earlene Berning underwent 
hernia repair surgery on Monday and is now at home.  Also re-
member Gene Fouts, Bessie Saxion,  Arlene Bishop, Janet 
Crownover and James Douglas.  
 
CHILDREN’S HOME VAN…. Those who wish to help 
with the purchase of the 8 passenger van for the Flowers 
family can give your check to one of the elders. 

Family   News   &   Notes  

 
 

 

                   
 

From Me To You... 

  
 

  

 

 

     VBS is underway and, thanks to so many of you, it is shaping up to be a great success.  As I write, we still have 2 nights of 
VBS to look forward to.  Once the activities conclude on Wednesday evening, we will be wrapping up with a cookout down at the 
pavilion along with a special Tropical Sno treat provided by Marc & Shelly Hostetler.  Everyone is invited to come down and 
enjoy this time of fellowship.  Anytime activities such as VBS are planned, it takes a great deal of help to make it all happen.  Af-
ter thinking about all of those involved with the prep work and nightly activities, more than 90 names come to mind - and I’m sure 
I missed some!  I want to thank each and every one of you for your hard work to make this year’s VBS a successful one.  Sun-
day morning we put out a plea for cookies, oh, and did you ever respond!  Thanks for all the delicious cookies!  A special thanks is 
in order for all of our VBS coordinators:  Pat Caldwell, Sandra Pitchford, Tim and Connie Paden, Dale and Eden Cowart, 
Kyle and Jessie Camp, Adam Jones, Tara Camp, L.D. and Tera Camp, Dennis Tindall, Michael Lance, Dana Rowlett, and 
Jinger Wright.   I also wanted to mention all the work that goes into the decorating and art work.  This takes so much time and I 
appreciate Sheena Estes for heading this up, and to Meredith Rowlett for the nice stage backdrops. – THANK YOU ALL!   I 
would also like to thank Ken Burton for organizing the adult classes, and John Flowers for coordinating the door-knocking cam-
paign this past Saturday.  Our Superhero theme was a lot of fun.  Captain VBS (Brad Ellis) and Grouchy Rooster (Jonathan Wil-
liams) really brought several smiles to the children.   All of the hard work that goes into activities such as VBS is rewarded greatly 
when we see young children growing spiritually as they participate.  Hearing a child answer questions about Biblical examples of 
courage and strength serves as great reassurance as to why we put forth effort into programs such as this.  
     Again, thank you all for helping with this year’s VBS!                                                   ~Landon 
  
WAC (Wednesday After CLASS) will not be held this week due to VBS.    

We will meet next Wednesday, July 7th, at the Paden’s.  
 



 
The Word of God says…  

Hear…. Romans 10:17 
Believe….  Hebrews 11:6 

Repent…. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; 17:30 
Confess…. Matthew 10:32,33; Romans 10:10 

Be Baptized….  Mark 16:15,16; Galatians 3:27; 
I Peter 3:21;  Romans 6:3,4 

Be Faithful Unto Death….  Revelation 2:10 
 

Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my  
commandments.”  (John 14:15) 

 

 

The  Right to Pray 
   Do you ever feel that perhaps you’ve not been “good 

enough” to pray to God? Some people feel this way. In fact, 
many people feel this way on occasion. But the good news is 
that we can come before God at any time. We don’t have to try 
to sneak up on Him either. 

   Because of the blood of Christ, we are always able to go to 
the heavenly Father with any problem — for any reason. We 
know that our priesthood in Christ gives us the confidence we 
need to face the Almighty. Even when we’ve sinned God wants 
to hear us and He seeks to forgive us. 

   Note the Scripture: “Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). 

   Isn’t it great to know that He is there for us? You have 
been given the right to pray.       ~ Tom Craiker 

 
LADIES CLASS NOTE….The Monday night ladies class will 

meet on July 12th at 6:00 pm, at the home of Jane Graves. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER OUR FAMILY  SERVING IN 
THE MILITARY, IN YOUR PRAYERS…. They include: 
Jody Hodges (nephew of the McGoldrick’s), Dustin 
Foret,  Hanson Pitchford, Billy Newman, James Raney 
(grandson of Ellis Jones),  Mike Uskali, son of Tina 
Cantrell and grandson of Frank & Coleen Wilson and  
Tom Stickles, grandson of Vonda Parks.  

 

 

Website address 
 

www.mtnhomechurchofchrist.com 

   Monday Night Ministries  
  meets each week from  

  6:30 -7:30  
  in Building B  

 

           
          Sunday— July 4th 
 
 

 A.M.:  “Family Discipline ” Part 2 
I Samuel 2:12-17 

    
P.M.:  “That You May Believe ” 

John 20:30,31 
 

WELCOME — Richard Byrd 
SONG LEADER — Dennis Tindall 

OPENING PRAYER — Ethan Wright 
READ SCRIPTURE — Dick Young 
LORD’S SUPPER — Frank Wallis 

SERMON —  Ken Burton 
          CLOSING PRAYER — Frank Daniels  

ATTENDANCE SUNDAY, JUNE 27TH 
A.M.: 454   ~   P.M.:  290 

CONTRIBUTION   $10,144.00 


