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   Even troubles can be a blessing  
 

  We must understand that EVERYONE HAS TROUBLES. 
You do not have the monopoly on troubles. Material possessions, 
money, family, friends, good health, etc. do not guarantee a life free 
of troubles. And, by the way, being a Christian does not guarantee a 
trouble-free life.  

  To the Christian, Jesus said: "In this world you will have tribu-
lations. Thankfully, he didn't end that statement there. He also said: 
" ... but be of good cheer. I have overcome the world." Paul prom-
ised: "All who live a godly life will be persecuted" (II Timothy 
3:12).  

  No one has a trouble-free life. However, those who walk by 
faith, not by sight, have learned to trust God through Jesus Christ to 
use those troubles for their eventual good. Not all Christians have 
learned this lesson.  

  God uses troubles. Troubles are often the tools that God uses 
to makes us better people. Troubles help us not be conceited because 
they help us learn to look at things from another's viewpoint. For in-
stance, a person born rich, who grew up rich in material goods, and 
now has a good income can never truly understand what it is to be 
"dirt poor." But if you've lost nearly everything and had to struggle 
just  to keep food on the table and some sort of roof over your head, 
then you will have a better understanding of what it is to be poor.  

  Romans 8:28 says that God uses all things -- even troubles -- 
for the good of those who love Him. Do you have faith enough to 
believe this?  

            ~ Larry Fitzgerald  



                                                      
 

                                                                                                                 Shepherd’s Notes…..Doyle Davis 

From Ken’s Pen…..  
 
 
 

 

 

  
(Continued from “Shepherd’s Notes”) 
We must be careful when we listen to the preaching of the word 
of God. We must be able to "prove all things" (1 Thess. 5:21). 
All we need to keep in mind is the admonishment Paul gave to 
the Galatians: "But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now 
again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that  ye 
have received, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:8-9).  The gospel of 
Jesus Christ is the only one that saves and there is no other. 
     Has God’s message to His disciples changed in our day?  
Take time to read Psalm 100. 
         ~ Borrowed from Steve Preston 
 
 
(Continued from “Ken’s Pen”)                                       

As a means of emphasizing the lessons taught during 
this series, the elders have invited Lonnie Jones of 
Huntsville, Alabama to come and present four les-
sons on Sunday, August 21. Brother Jones is a    
licensed family counselor, and conducts a private 
practice in Huntsville. He also conducts “Ropes 
Courses” for organizations to build teamwork. He 
has extensive expertise in the area of building fam-
ily relationships, and his presentations will be the 
“capstone” of the Summer Series. 

 

      All of these plans are for the purpose of strengthening 
our homes, and thereby strengthening the local congrega-
tion as well. How grateful we should be for these opportu-
nities! Why not plan right now to take advantage of them, 
and to share the opportunity with your friends and 
neighbors? 
 

   
 

                 
    There are a lot of activities approaching within 
the next few weeks, and stretching through the summer 
months. We should be grateful for these opportunities, 
and take advantage of them to strengthen our commitment 
to God and to one another as the body of Christ. 

 
         The elders are greatly concerned with our family 
life. The home is the backbone of the nation, of society, 
and of the church. The stronger our family units, the 
stronger will be the congregation. For that reason, they 
are committed to providing the following opportunities 
for strengthening our homes: 

 
Next week, every family in the congregation will re-

ceive in the mail a packet containing a letter from 
the eldership, with the most recent issue of The 
Spiritual Sword. The theme of that issue is 
“MARRIAGE FOR LIFE.” Among the articles are 
“Think Before you Marry,” “How to Handle Prob-
lems,” “A Study of Matthew 5:32,” “What About 
Matthew 19:9?” and “Till Death Do Us Part.” This 
material should be read, studied, digested, and prac-
ticed by every married couple among us! 

 
For our Wednesday Night Summer Series, from 

June through August, the lessons will focus on the 
“Fruit of the Spirit”  in Galatians 5:22, 23. How-
ever, each speaker will be asked to apply his par-
ticular subject to the home and family. In other 
words, the lesson on “Love” will be “Maintaining 
‘Love’ Among Family Members.” 

 
               (Continued in next column)  

 
 
 

 
     In His parting words to the disciples, Jesus commanded that they should "Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). That gospel was referred to as the gospel of the kingdom (Matt. 4:23), the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ (Mark 1:1), the  gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24), the gospel of God (Romans 1:1), the gospel of 
His Son (Romans 1:9), and the gospel of peace (Romans 10:15). In every case the gospel is referred to in the singular sense 
meaning there is only one. For faithful Christians this is extremely important. If God gave us more than one gospel to be-
lieve and obey just try to imagine the confusion and bickering that would occur over which one is to be followed. This is 
exactly the problem that the Galatians brethren seemed to have. After his initial greeting to the brethren in Galatia, Paul 
writes that he marvels that they "are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gos-
pel" (Gal. 1:6). Being an inspired writer as he was, the apostle Paul knew that there was only one gospel for he goes on to 
say that there is no other gospel. Apparently what the Christians in Galatia were hearing was a corruption of the one true 
gospel because "there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ" (vs. 7). It is every Christian's duty 
to preach the gospel to others exactly as the Holy Spirit gave it to us. Over and over again scriptures command us not to 
substitute our words for God’s (Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18-19; II Cor. 4:2; I Peter 4:11).                                      (Continued below) 



  

FOOD BARRELS…. Children’s Homes food barrel 
item for this week is chicken broth. 

 

49er’s  will meet Thursday, May 13th, at 6 p.m., in 
building B.  All are invited to bring a dish and favor-
ite games and enjoy an evening together. 

 

SOUTHEAST CARE/PRAYER GROUP potluck 
will be May 23, following morning services.   Everyone 
in that group is encouraged to attend.  

 
VBS…On Sunday, May 16, there will be sign-up lists 
available for all who would like to help with this year’s 
Vacation Bible School.  The dates for VBS will be June 
27th-30th. 
 

WIDOW’S LUNCHEON….June 12th, starting at 10 
am. Sign up lists for those planning to attend and for pre-
paring food, will be posted next week.  Widow’s do not need 
to sign the lists. 
 
SENIOR BANQUET….We will honor our seniors 
following services Sunday night, with a slide show and re-
freshments, in building B. If you have a card or gift for 
them, please leave it on the tables in building B. Our sen-
iors this year are Drew Bailey, Ashley Mearing, Kirsten 
Peterson, Meredith Rowlett and Sam Rowlett. 
 

GREEN VALLEY BIBLE CAMP—JULY 18-24, with Bill 
McFarland. Register now at:  greenvalleybiblecamp.com 

 

 
 
Those In Nursing Homes… 

Good Samaritan - Rose Lewis 
Pine Lane  -   Phyllis Tague, Room 300; Leo Maynard,  Ruby 
Chandler,   Vida Bowers room 201; Juanita Stone, Room 202 
Gassville Nursing Center—Frank &  Verniece  Cunningham, 
Hazel Smith, room 111,  phone 435-2090    
Hiram Shaddox — Estelle McDaniel, Dorothy Jewell Foster  
Care Manor— Naomi Britt 
 

Our Homebound….. 
Murrell Dacus, Kelley Caldwell,  Earl Nichols, Gladys Green,  
Elsie Crawford,  Virgie Lance,  Carla  Swadley, Nellie Uchtman,   
Jerry Pelts  
 

Those needing our prayers….  
James Douglas, BRMC, Room 3312; Audrian Litty, Gene Fouts, 
Johnny Beard, Arlene Bishop, David Burleson, father of Jessie 
Camp;  Edith Messick,  Barbara Stone,     Bessie Saxion. 
 

Sympathy… 
Bill Martin, father of Jeff Martin, passed away on Saturday.  
We extend our sympathy to Jeff and Connita and all the 
family. 
Greta Graham, former member here, passed away in Rock-
ford, Illinois. Funeral services were held there on Tuesday. 
 

Family   News   &   Notes  

 

Slowing Down and Helping Others                                                                                                                     
A few years ago at the Seattle Special Olympics, nine contestants, all physically or mentally disabled, assembled at the 
starting line for the 100 yard dash. At the gun, they all started out, not exactly in a dash, but with a relish to run the race 
to the finish and win. All, that is, except one boy who stumbled on the asphalt, tumbled over a couple of times and began 
to cry. The other eight heard the boy. They slowed down and looked back. They all turned around and went back. Every 
one of them. One girl with Down's Syndrome bent down and kissed him and said," This will make it better." All nine 
linked arms and walked across the finish line together. Everyone in the stadium stood, and the cheering went on for sev-
eral minutes. People who were there are still telling the story. Why? Because deep down we know one thing. What mat-
ters most in this life is more than winning for ourselves. What truly matters in this life is helping others win, even if it 
means slowing down and changing our course.  This is a beautiful story that I receive from time to time through e-mails, 
and it seems that each time I read it tears well up inside.  These precious souls teach us so much about life and specifi-
cally the Christian Life.  What is it again that the Lord says?  He is worried so much about the outside of the dish but 
wants to see if the inside is clean or dirty.  Also, I am reminded about His thoughts about how we (Christians) have to 
have the heart of a child in order to please him.  I think Jesus might be talking about the aspects of Joy, Peace, Love, 
and Forgiveness that we witness in them.  I am looking forward to the opportunity on May 21 to spend the day with those 
who make the Special Olympics in fact special.  I will be taking several of the young people and some adults to the state 
games which will be hosted at Harding in Searcy.  Yes, we are going there to cheer, hug, walk, and help but I know that 
the real benefit will be for those of us who will witness people slowing down and helping others.                   ~  Michael         
There will be a meeting of all those going to Harding, following services Wednesday, May 19th. This trip will be an excused absence 
from school, but each parent will need to request it from the school. 

From Me To You... 



 
The Word of God says…  

Hear…. Romans 10:17 
Believe….  Hebrews 11:6 

Repent…. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; 17:30 
Confess…. Matthew 10:32,33; Romans 10:10 

Be Baptized….  Mark 16:15,16; Galatians 3:27; 
I Peter 3:21;  Romans 6:3,4 

Be Faithful Unto Death….  Revelation 2:10 
 

Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my  
commandments.”  (John 14:15) 

 

 
 

 Ladies Day at the Barren Fork  congregation, 
north of Gainesville, will be Saturday, May 15.   
Jane Maynard will be the speaker.   Registration 
begins at 9:30.  Lunch will follow.   

 
LADS TO LEADERS/LEADERETTES  
 On May 23rd we will be having a meeting for all 
participants of the Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes pro-
gram and for those who would like to partici-
pate.  This meeting will be after evening services in 
the pavilion.  Come enjoy hot dogs and homemade 
ice cream as we celebrate the accomplishments of 
our youth and prepare for the upcoming year's ac-
tivities Also, on May 23rd the sign-up sheets for 
next year will be available. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER OUR FAMILY  SERVING IN 
THE MILITARY, IN YOUR PRAYERS…. They include: 
Jody Hodges (nephew of the McGoldrick’s), Dustin 
Foret,  Hanson Pitchford, Billy Newman, James Raney 
(grandson of Ellis Jones),  Mike Uskali, son of Tina 
Cantrell and grandson of Frank & Coleen Wilson and  
Tom Stickles, grandson of Vonda Parks.  

 

 

Website address 
 

www.mtnhomechurchofchrist.com 

   Monday Night Ministries  
  meets each week from  

  6:30 -7:30  
  in Building B  

 

           Sunday— May 16 
 
 

 A.M.:  “Surprise!”  
       Luke 7:2-10 

 
P.M.:  Michael Lance — Speaker 

 
 

WELCOME— Ben Strider 
SONG LEADER— Michael Lance 

OPENING PRAYER— Roger Stroud 
READ SCRIPTURE— Kyle Camp 

LORD’S SUPPER— Frank Daniels 
SERMON —  Ken Burton 

CLOSING PRAYER—  Jerry Dawson 

ATTENDANCE SUNDAY, MAY 9TH 
A.M.:  474  ~   P.M.:  268 

CONTRIBUTION   $9,648.00 


