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Discerning The Difference 
Frank Chesser 

 
 The church is divine in origin, spiritual in nature, and eternal in 
duration. It is a monument to divine wisdom. It is a portrait of beauty and 
simplicity beyond the Rembrandts of the ages. 
 

 Sin drove a wedge between man and God. The church is the sphere 
of reconciliation. It was God's will from eternity to unite all men "in one 
body by the cross" (Ephesians 2:16). That one body is the church 
(Ephesians 1:22-23). Jesus saves only the church (Ephesians 5:23) because 
it is composed of those who have obeyed the Gospel (Acts 2), God's only 
power to save (Romans 1:16). There are as many saved people outside the 
church as there were outside the ark in Noah's day. 
 

 If ancient Israel was the "apple of God's eye" (Deuteronomy 32: 
10), what must the church be but the joy of His heart! Even now, God 
awaits the moment when time shall give way to eternity, and the church, 
His Son's bride, robed in the beauty of holiness by virtue of His Son's 
blood, shall make its entrance into that heavenly realm to the enjoyment of 
eternal bliss and happiness. 
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nation to do what he pleases instead of what God says. It is a portrait of 
chaos and confusion, a tool in the hand of the Devil to blind the "minds of 
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who 
is the image of God, should shine unto them" (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
 

 Jesus did not plant denominationalism and it "shall be rooted 
up" (Matthew 15:13). Its worship is ostentatious and mechanical, its king-
dom hope is material, and its laws are ritualistic and traditional. David said, 
"I hate every false way" (Psalm 119:128). Let us love the people, but loathe 
the system. Israel was to discern between things holy and profane (Ezekiel 
22:26). Christians need to perceive the grave distinction between the 
church set forth in the New Testament and denominationalism. There is a 
difference. 
 
     
 



                                                       

                        Shepherd’s Notes……T.J. Henderson 

From Ken’s Pen…..  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Plain Words 
     The writers of the many books in the Bible, through inspiration, were very careful in their choice of words, saying just what was meant to be said, 
and so should we take them; not at what we may WANT them to say. God knew the great power of words, both spoken and written, and saw fit, by 
words, to state His will in such a way that all might have knowledge of Him. 
     Never forgetting the powerful words of the Lord we should think deeply of the power that our own words may have. WORDS at our disposal are 
powerful weapons of offence as well as of defense. WORDS at the command of a skillful manipulator are able to arouse a mob, even incite a nation 
to war; they can undermine and destroy the reputation and character of a chosen target; they can engender hate in the heart and lead to crimes 
against society; they can bring heartbreak and grief, destroying love, peace of mind and even the home.  Ill-chosen words can break a life-long 
friendship and association. They also have been known to drive men and women away from God’s word and into the path that leads to destruction. 
What terrible power to be vested in words, weapons controlled by someone’s heart and mind. 
     There is another side: WORDS can heal as well as destroy. Mob violence has been quieted by a few well chosen words. A war can be ended by 
the exchange of words. WORDS have given to the hopeless a new hope, courage to the discouraged, and consolation to the broken-hearted. The 
aftermath of many a quarrel has been washed away by; “I am sorry, forgive me. I do love you.” WORDS of the mother can still the sobbing of a child. 
Above all these, WORDS can lead one to the Throne of God. Let us guard our words. “For of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” 
 Luke 6:45          ~ by Robert Henley, from 3/9/68 

  

 
 
 

  BIBLE STUDY: IT'S NOT JUST FOR KIDS!  
 
     "People are funny!"  Do you remember that line 
from the Art Linkletter show?  That program was 
dedicated to helping us see ourselves in ridiculous 
situations, and be able to laugh at ourselves.  
Though that show has been off the air for a long 
time, it is still true that "people are funny!" 
 

     It seems "funny" to me that many parents and 
grandparents are concerned that small children be 
exposed to the Bible through the Bible classes, but 
will ignore the opportunities which they have of at-
tending a Bible class and being built up in the Word 
of God. 
 

     It seems "funny" that so many will lament their 
lack of Bible knowledge, admitting that they could not 
even show from the Bible the plan of salvation, but 
will not come an hour earlier to learn more. 
 

     It seems "funny" that people will sing More About 
Jesus Would I Know, but never think about becoming 
involved in a Bible class.  They are missing a golden 
opportunity to learn "more about Jesus!" 
 

     It seems "funny" that church members can study 
so much about sports, hobbies, and work-related 
matters, but will not invest two extra hours a week to 
prepare the soul to enjoy heaven! 
 

     It seems "funny" that so many think they have out-
grown the need to study the Bible more often and 
more deeply. 
 

     On second thought, maybe it isn't so "funny."  It's 
just plain sad.  Where will you  be at 9:30 Sunday 
morning and 7:00 Wednesday evening?  Why not 
plan to be in a Bible class??!! 

   
WHAT THE AVERAGE MEMBER CAN DO 

 TO BUILD UP THE LOCAL CHURCH   
 
  1.   Bring just one non-Christian to services with you. 
  2.   Retrieve one fallen member. 
  3.   Improve on one “fruit”. 
  4.   Focus on one beatitude. 
  5.   Mend a fence. 
  6. Master just one Old Testament and one New  

Testament book. 
  7. Invite one new family into your home each   

month. 
  8.   Increase your giving by 1%. 
  9.   Find one new way to be involved. 
10.   Spend one more hour per day with your family. 
11.   Schedule one date night a month with your mate. 
12.   Add a minute per day to your prayer life. 
13.   Encourage one person a week. 
14.   Adopt one member. 
 
     Wow!  What a wonderful way to use our lives to 
bless others.  It’s not the “big numbers” that really 
matter.  It really is just “one thing” and focusing on 
that will build great churches for the glory of God!     
 

Mike Benson 
Hattiesburg, MS                                                                 



  

CHILDREN’S HOMES FOOD BARRELS  
  items for this week are aluminum foil and saran wrap 
 
GHANA COLLECTION…. We are beginning a monthly 
collection for the mission work in Ghana. The item for 
May is Reference Bibles. 

  
LADIES NOTE….The School Avenue congregation, in Moun-
tain View, will have their Ladies Day on Saturday, May 2nd. 
Jane Maynard will be the speaker. The theme this year is “In 
the world but not of the world.”  
 
WEDNESDAY, April 29th  - brother Kojo, from Ghana, 
will be speaking in the upstairs classroom, A-15. He will 
be reporting on the work in his country and will answer 
questions, at that time. All are invited to attend. 
 
LADIES—HELP NEEDED….. If you can help with 
the Widow’s Luncheon, please call the office. 
 
GOSPEL MEETING—The Clarkridge congregation 
will have a gospel meeting, May 3 -6. Bob Kiser will 
be the speaker. Services will be at 7:00 p.m., Mon-
day through Wednesday . Everyone is invited to 
attend.  
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST…. Tuesday, May 5th, at 6:30 
at the Fireside Grill. All men are invited to attend. 

 

 
Those In Nursing Homes… 
Good Samaritan - Rose Lewis 
Pine Lane  -   Hoyt & Phyllis Tague, room 300,   Leo Maynard 
Auburn Hills  —   Roberta Stoddard  
Gassville Nursing Center—Hazel Smith, room 111,  
   (phone 435-2090);    Frank &  Verniece  Cunningham 
Care Manor  —  Charlene Horton 
 

Our Homebound….. 
 Nellie Uchtman, Earl Nichols,  Virgie Lance, Carla Swadley,  
Jerry Pelts, Connie  Anderson 
 

Those needing our prayers….  
Vida Bowers is in BRMC, room 3528.  Kathy Phelps underwent 
surgery on Monday and is now home. Nadine Easley remains in 
BRMC, room 3309.  Please remember these who continue to 
have health problems: Eunice Byrd,  Ransy Cotter, Tina Cantrell, 
Kelley Caldwell, Elsie Crawford,  Norman Cox,   Ramona Wil-
liams, Iva Lee Cleveland and  Bessie Saxion. 
 

Sympathy…. 
Kay Goodman passed away Sunday.  Funeral services were 
private. We extend our sympathy to Jerry and all the family. 
 

Family   News   &   Notes  

From Me To You… 
 

 

     Spring Retreat at Hammond Mill 
 
April has been an extra busy month for the Mtn. Home church and especially for the young people.  This past week-
end we finished out the months’ activities with our annual Spring Retreat at Hammond Mill.  I greatly enjoyed being 
with the 85 plus young people and adults that gathered for a very uplifting two days in the middle of God’s majestic 
creation of the Ozark Mountains.  Three of our sister congregations, Greenbrier, Harrison, and Ozark, MO, again 
joined with us for a great time together.  We had a lot of fun playing together, eating together, singing together, and 
learning from God’s word together.  You may have noticed some people wearing brown t-shirts Sunday evening.  
You were looking at our retreat shirts.  Our theme for the weekend was “Open My Heart.”  Our speaker, Tony Ham-
ilton (preacher from Ozark) gave us all some very uplifting and beneficial lessons.  We are blessed to have such a 
great group of young people.  They did a good job and had a great focus on the spiritual blessings being offered.  I 
want to give a very BIG thanks to all our adult helpers.  You add such a positive atmosphere for the kids.  Those 
helping were Barb Mearing, Kojo, Jenny Burnley, Marianne Pyeatt, Colin Carr, Kevin & Tina Crawford, Zane 
Crawford, Larry & Tera Camp, and Ben & Laura Strider.  I want to give a special thank-you to our cooks.  Even 
though it was the first year for them, John & Fran Cosby did a fantastic job feeding our huge army, and the food was 
wonderful.  Also, thank you ladies for making the tasty cookies.  They were a hit with us all.  We will try and have 
pictures up soon.  God bless us all as we strive to Open Our Hearts to God each day. 
                ~ Michael 

CORRECTION…..   The correct date for the Summer    
mission trip to La Junta, Colorado will be July 28th—
August 3rd. 




