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Leaving the Narrow Path 
 

  On a recent hike, our group saw a high mountain lake that was 
good for swimming and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 
gaining refreshment. To get there we had to leave the path we knew 
would take us home. This "shortcut" as it turned out 
was very difficult. There were no footholds, only 
sliding rocks. When we put our hands down to steady 
ourselves, thorny shrubs provided only further dis-
comfort and suffering. Some got down faster than 
others and our party became separated. 

 At last when we reached the bottom of the ravine, we were separated 
from the lake by yet another ridge. The thing that seemed so easy to 
get to and that held such promise of pleasure turned out to have a 

very high price. Sweaty, scrapped, bleeding, 
and disillusioned we got back on the right path. 
 This experience is like chasing after sin. 
We see something that promises pleasure, 
seems easy to do, with no obvious conse-
quences. In order to get there, we have to leave 
the path we know. This unfamiliar road is filled 

with pain, suffering, and other unforeseen consequences. Our pursuit 
of sin separates us from God and his people. And the thing we 
thought looked so wonderful is full of disappointment and unfulfilled 
expectations. 

  Repentance is found in this analogy too. Hurt and disillu-
sioned, we can always turn back to the right path and find healing, 
knowing this path will lead us home.      
                               ~ via Fort Collins, CO 

 
Wrong Is Always Wrong….. 
1. Even if it seems right in your own eyes! 
2. Even if the temptation is very strong! 
3. Even if you never get caught! 
4. Even if “everyone is doing it!” 
5. Even if others are engaged in far worse! 
6. Even if some Christians are involved! 
7. Even if the wrong doesn’t bother you! 
8. Even if it is commonly perceived as right! 



                                                      

 

                               Shepherd’s Notes…..Doyle Davis 
 
     BILL WHEELER WILL BE HERE ….. 

        Make your plans for Sunday, April 18  for the “L ET’S WALK  TOGETHER”  series presented by Bill 
Wheeler .  He will be speaking at all services that day, including a combined adult Bible class in the 
auditorium  at 9:30.  It will be an in-depth look at Ephesians 4:1 -16. Be reading and studying that 
text, and come ready for an edifying series! 

   
A VERY SPECIAL EVENT  COMING UP this Sunday, March 21st, it’s our annual YOUTH SHINE   beginning at 4 
p.m., with  boys in B girls in C., followed by a puppet presentation by the Lads to Leaders group and then re-
freshments will be served in building B. Adults are needed to help with both girls and boys, and we also need 
cookies for  the refreshment time.   Sign up lists are on the family bulletin board.  Please come out and support 
our youth, in their efforts to be servants and leaders in the Lord’s church. 

From Ken’s Pen…..  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
(Continued from “Ken’s Pen”)  
      One of the great benefits of a campaign is the opportu-
nity to form friendships with brethren in other towns. The 
congregation at Charleston made us feel “like folks,” and 
fed us way too much food. They prepared barbecued 
chicken and pork, meat loaf, roast beef with all the trim-
mings, salads, and vegetables. There were also a few des-
serts just for good measure! They cooked a breakfast Friday 
morning of scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, and biscuits and 
gravy. They were so appreciative of the work we accom-
plished, and are thrilled to have Gary and Dean Hill work-
ing with them. We are thrilled to be helping with their sup-
port, and to have fellowship with the church there. Keep 
them in your prayers! 
 
 
HAITI RELIEF FUNDS…. 
Funds are still coming in from other congregations in the 
area for helping to meet the needs of the people of Haiti . If 
you desire to make a contribution specifically for that effort, 
you may give it to any of the elders. If you desire more infor-
mation of the way the funds are being used, Wayne Camp 
will be happy to talk with you. He is also making periodic 
announcements to the congregation concerning this work. 
HAITI contributions — total  collected to date is 
$153,484.33.  This includes contributions from indi-
viduals and other churches. We will continue to an-
nounce totals as funds come in and are dispersed. As 
of March 15, $100,000 has been sent to the brethren 
there. 

 
 

 

                                                                  

 
 

 

  
 What an exciting week-end for the College and 
North congregation! The installation of the new carpet in 
the auditorium is nearing completion, and will probably be 
totally finished this week. I’m sure the atmosphere for Sun-
day’s services were positive and upbeat with the new look! 
I know Wayne Camp and Frank Daniels did a fantastic 
job in preaching in my absence. I want to thank them for 
their willingness and ability to fill the pulpit in the times 
when I am away. In fact, one of the reasons I do not like to 
be away is that we have too much talent available!   
      I also want to thank everyone for the prayers on behalf 
of our grandson, Emmett Adu. The latest word we have 
had (Monday morning) is that he has been without fever for 
twenty-four hours, and is feeling better. 
      The other exciting part of the week-end took place in 
Charleston, Missouri. We had a group of twenty-four who 
went to work, knocking doors, inviting the community to 
the Gospel Meeting and signing up forty-three Bible Corre-
spondence Courses. We had visitors at every service of the 
meeting. A “ GREAT  BIG  THANK  YOU!”  is extended to 
John R. and Guavana Sims, Richard and Jo Byrd, 
Dwaine and Virginia Gray, Richard and Rebecca Kemp, 
Warren and Delois Larson, James and Rosemarry 
Richey, Joanne McEntire, Doris Woods, Ellis and Jackie 
Jones, Dick and Joyce Young, Lu Talbott, David Pitch-
ford, Diane Burton, and Lloyd and Lana Camp. All of 
these workers knocked doors in cold, damp weather (it 
rained most of the day Friday) without a complaint. The 
whole city of Charleston was canvassed, and most of the 
nearby town of Bertrand was covered. David Pitchford 
organized the sections of town to be covered each work pe-
riod, and drove the bus the whole time. 
 
    (Continued in next column) 

Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of 
what we do not see.       Hebrews 11:1 



  

FOOD BARRELS…. The item for the Children’s 
Homes food barrels this week is sweetened con-
densed milk. 

 
BRIDAL SHOWER….  
 There will be a bridal shower Sunday afternoon, 
March 21st, at 2 p.m., in building B,  for Brooke 
Palmer, bride-elect of Reece Bailey.  Their wedding 
date is June 26th.  They are registered at Robin’s Nest, 
Wal Mart and Jewel Chest. 

 
ANNUAL LADIES RETREEAT—April 16-17, at Camp 
Galilee…… Sign up lists and registration forms are on the 
bulletin board. The theme this year is “Sowing The Seed.” 
Speakers will be Diane Burton and Regina Ellis. Ladies of all 
ages are encouraged to attend. The cost will be $15.  

 
YOUTH NOTES….. 
There will be a meeting in the youth room March 28th at 5:40, 
for all 9th-12th graders interested in attending the Spring Ban-
quet, set for April 10-11. 

We have had two great devotionals the last two months 
hosted by different families. A special thank you to 
Kevin & Trieneke Shrable and Bruce & Pat Caldwell, for 
opening their homes to our young people. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR   for Spring Retreat — 
April 23-25 at Hammond Mill Camp. 
 
 

 

 
Those In Nursing Homes… 

Good Samaritan - Rose Lewis 
Pine Lane  -   Phyllis Tague, Room 300; Leo Maynard,  Ruby 
Chandler,   Vida Bowers room 201 
Auburn Hills  —   Roberta Stoddard  
Gassville Nursing Center—Frank &  Verniece  Cunningham, 
Hazel Smith, room 111,  phone 435-2090    
Hiram Shaddox — Estelle McDaniel, Wayne Crownover  
 

Our Homebound….. 
Kelley Caldwell, Earl Nichols,   Gladys Green, Virgie Lance,  
Carla  Swadley,  Jerry Pelts 
 

Those needing our prayers….  
Please remember in prayer;  Dean Cox, Kayden Wright, 
Hattie Barnhart, Doyle Evans, Rex McGuire,  Edith Mes-
sick,   Ransy Cotter,  Elsie Crawford, Nellie Uchtman and 
Bessie Saxion.  
 
Lads-to-Leaders(ettes) Convention Informational 
Meeting—March 28 after evening services, in classroom 
A-15. This meeting in mandatory for every-
one attending the convention in Memphis! 

 

BEARS & BUNNIES...The ladies will meet March 
25th from 9 to 11, to work on the Bears and Bun-
nies for the local hospital.  All ladies are invited. 

Family   News   &   Notes  

From Me To You…  
 

      One Month to Live 
 
      What would you do if you knew you only had 30 days to live?  It sounds like I’m predicting a crazy terrorist at-
tack, but I’m not.  Actually, the concept came from a book written by Kerry & Chris Shook called One Month to Live: 
Thirty Days to a No-Regrets Life.  Although I have not read the book, I like the sound of the concept. 

      If this was your last month on this side of the dirt, how would it be different?  Imagine the conversations you 
would have.  Imagine the habits you would change.  Imagine the things you would finally do that you never had 
done.  How would you interact with your family?  How would you treat your friends?  How would you spend the very 
precious 2,592,000 breaths you had left? 

      Most of us would undoubtedly be living very different.  While somewhat gimmicky, it is not a bad exercise in-
tended to get us to assess and change our day-to-day behaviors.  If we were to do this, we might begin to live more 
like we were intended to.  Jesus, in His lesson on the mountain, put it like this: “Life is more than food, and the body 
more than clothes.  Consider the ravens:  They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds 
them.  And how much more valuable you are than birds!  Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  
Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?” 

      Jesus wasn’t condemning clothing and food.  He knew we needed them.  He challenged his disciples not to get 
caught up in the mundane activities of life.  We must learn to live by faith and trust God to provide, so that we may 
get about doing the really important stuff like serving our Father and tending to His children.   

       Life is short.  Live each moment like it was your last—It just may be!  
          




