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CAN ONE BE A GOOD CHRISTIAN AND  

NOT  BE A PART OF ANY CHURCH? 
 
 Many people pose this question. Not a few are actually trying to 
make their way to heaven and not be a member of any church. They wish 
to just live an individual, autonomous "Christian" life. They may keep the 
Ten Commandments, abstain from any really evil practices, donate to some 
good charities, be good family members and good citizens; but are not part 
of any church. May they by this obtain the flavor of God and eternal life?  
 It is readily conceded that one may be a good Christian and not be a 
part of any denomination. In fact, the Lord never authorized, nor approved 
of anyone being a member of a denomination. The Lord never required that 
one be a member of a denomination. That is a far cry from admitting  that 
one can be a good Christian and not be part of any church. The Lord's 
church is not a denomination. The one who is a Christian will be a part of 
the Lord's church (Matthew 16:18). If he is not a member of the Lord's 
church, he is not a Christian in any sense. The Lord adds all the saved to 
His church (Acts 2:47). The saved are the only ones who are Christians.  
 Perhaps the confusion which prompts this question is caused by a 
misunderstanding of what the church is. Many view the church as a kind of 
a   social club, an organization to hand out food from the pantry to anyone 
who asks and to pay rent and utility bills for those who get themselves into 
a bind. They see it as a group of fallible (even hypocritical) people whom 
one may voluntarily choose to associate with, or he may choose not to. 
They see that it makes demands of its members and places obligations on 
them of which they desire to be free.  
 They fail to see the church as the Bible pictures it: the blood-bought 
body of the saved (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:23), the object of Christ's love 
(Ephesians 5:25), a part of God's  eternal purpose (Ephesians 3:10-11), the 
product of God's planning and inseparably tied into God's scheme of re-
demption (Ephesians 1:22-23). The church is the Lord's doing, not a mere 
association of claimants who follow Christ based on human wisdom.  
 Apart from the church, one's spiritual vitality will wither and die. 
He just will not thrive and live. Even with the faults which are invariably 
found in some church members, the church is still necessary for anyone 
who lives a Christian life.  
       Marvin Rickett  

 
      
 



                                                      

 

                               Shepherd’s Notes…Dennis Tindall 
 
First let me say “Thank You!” for taking time from your busy schedule to read this article. 

       I can guarantee that it will challenge you! I wrote this article 12 years ago, so it may seem vaguely familiar to some of 
you. It appeared in this bulletin under a different format at the time. I am re-writing it today because I need to hear what it 
has to say. I need to accept the challenge it presents. Perhaps you will benefit from its reading as well: 

       This month I would like to share something with you from Luke 5:17-26 that finally hit me in the head. Sometimes I 
can read a passage over and over, and even though I’ve read it time and again, this time when I read it something jumps 
off the page and hits me in the head that I hadn’t seen all the other times I read the passage. Does that ever happen to you? 
In the passage a paralytic is healed by Jesus. The beauty of the power of Jesus and his love for mankind are the pearls of 
the passage, aren’t they? Oh, but there’s another lesson here that I have missed until now. This man would never have re-
ceived the healing power of Jesus if not for his friends! After all what are friends for? But wait, was this such a small 
thing these friends did? I believe not! First, they took time out of their busy day to get the man to Jesus. Second, this was 
no easy task. They didn’t drive him there. They carried him in a bed. Third, when they got there they couldn’t get in, yet 
they didn’t say, “Oh well we tried, let’s go home now.” Fourth, they carried him up to the roof, removed roof tiles and let 
him down to Jesus. Now those are what I call FRIENDS!                     (Continued in column below) 

From Ken’s Pen…..  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

    

 (The following article is condensed from an article 
  by my good friend, Clarence DeLoach. ) 
 
 

VITAL SIGNS OF A HEALTHY CHURCH  
 

     Healthy churches grow! The church at Philippi was 
evidently a healthy church, because Paul refers to the 
following seven "vital signs" in the first chapter of his 
letter to that congregation: 

They had a gracious and thankful heart (v. 3). 
Paul was thankful for them, and they were 
gracious and thankful for Paul. 

They had a powerful prayer life (v. 4). Paul was 
prayerful toward them, and they had Paul in 
their prayers. Prayer is vital to any church, for 
it releases God's power into our life and work. 

They had a radiant joy (v. 4). Paul was joyful even 
in prison, and the Philippians rejoiced in the 
midst of affliction. Their joy was an inside joy 
and was independent of circumstances. 

They had a deepening fellowship (v. 5). In fellow-
ship with God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit, they 
shared with Paul in the gospel. They had fel-
lowship in difficulties and disappointments. It 
was a deep, spiritual fellowship. 

They had a growing confidence (v. 6). They were 
confident in their own salvation and that God 
would complete His good work in them. A 
growing assurance is a vital sign of spiritual 
growth. 

They had a partnership in ministry (vv. 7, 8). They 
were partners with Paul in the ministry of 
grace.  They had sent gifts of support (4:15-
17). They shared his distress. 

          (Continued in next column)  
 
 

       
 
 

(Continued from “Shepherd’s Notes”)               
     Perhaps you’re asking by now, “How does this relate to 
evangelism?” That’s easy! Your friends all around you are 
spiritually crippled and they can’t get to the healing power 
of Jesus without you carrying them there. Will you take time 
out of your busy schedule to bring your friend to Jesus? Oh 
it may not be easy! Will you give up after the first try and 
say, “Oh well I tried, I’m going home now,” or will you do 
whatever it takes to remove the tiles that are keeping them 
from getting to Jesus and show them the way? No not show 
them the way, but take them there personally! Who are you 
bringing to Christ? Who about you can say my FRIEND 
took me to Jesus? 
 

As we "Go" together,   Dennis 
 
(Continued from “Ken’s Pen”)  

They had a discerning love (vv. 9, 10). Not just a 
feeling of emotion, but a love based in knowl-
edge and discernment. Such a growing love 
"approves the things that are excellent." 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
      We rejoice with Anna Batterton, who requested prayers for 
forgiveness and restoration Sunday, February 7 at the morning 
worship services. Her address is 1105 Spring Branch Terrace, 
Mountain Home 72653. Her phone number is 404-1483. Please 
make an effort to meet Anna and welcome her to our family! 
 
      About fifteen couples have signed up for the campaign in 
Charleston, Missouri. The campaign will be held from March 
11-14 (Thursday through Sunday). Anyone who is interested in 
participating may contact John R. Sims for more information. We 
need to have a final number soon so the brethren in Charleston can 
make their plans for rooms and food. They are planning to provide 
lunch and supper Thursday, all three meals Friday and Saturday, 
and breakfast and lunch Sunday. The Sunday evening service will 
be at about 1:00 pm so we can get back to Mountain Home 
before dark. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
FOOD BARRELS…. The item for the Children’s 
Homes food barrels this week is Velveeta. 

 
49er’s will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, February 11th.  Everyone is in-
vited to bring a dish and your favorite 
games and enjoy an evening together. 

 
DIRECTORY UPDATES….. 
Correct telephone number for Ellis & Jackie Jones is 
425 -9748.  

New address for Rodney & Stacey Covington is 339  
Emmitte, Mtn. Home. 

 
NORTHEAST CARE GROUP members met last Sun-
day for a potluck dinner.  There were 90+ in attendance 
for a wonderful dinner and some great fellowship.  A 
special thank you to all those that prepared the delicious 
food. We encourage everyone to attend when your 
group meets. 

 
HAITI contributions continue to come in. The total  
collected to date is $97,800.70. This includes con-
tributions from individuals and other churches. We 
will continue to announce totals as funds come in 
and are dispersed. 

 
 

 

 
Those In Nursing Homes… 

Care Manor — Charlene Horton 
Good Samaritan - Rose Lewis 
Pine Lane  -   Phyllis Tague, Room 300; Leo Maynard,  Ruby 
Chandler,   Vida Bowers room 201 
Auburn Hills  —   Roberta Stoddard  
Gassville Nursing Center—Frank &  Verniece  Cunningham, 
Hazel Smith, room 111,  phone 435-2090    
Hiram Shaddox — Estelle McDaniel 
 

Our Homebound….. 
Kelley Caldwell, Earl Nichols,  IvaLee Cleveland, Gladys 
Green, Virgie Lance,  Carla  Swadley,  Jerry Pelts 
 

Those needing our prayers….  
Libby Baker, Edith Messick, Ed Berning,  Wayne 
Crownover, Ransy Cotter,  Elsie Crawford, Nellie Uchtman, 
Bessie Saxion and Ray McDaniel. 
 

                     
Wisdom is sweet to your soul; if you find it, there is a 
future hope for you.   Proverbs 24:14 

 
How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is 
the sum of them!       Psalm 139:17 

Family   News   &   Notes  

From Me To You… 
     
 

    
 

“Sweetheart Banquet” coming up Saturday, February 13th, for all couples 
married 25 years or longer. Put on your finest as we roll out the red carpet for 

our “stars.”  Please sign the list on the family bulletin board by 
Wednesday night, if you plan to attend.               
              Remember—the doors will not open until 5:30, on Saturday. 
      Teens are asked to be at the building on Friday evening at 5:30, to help  

      decorate.  Supper will be provided. 
 
 TEEN BREAKFAST —Monday, the 15th, at 7:00 at McDonald’s. 
 
RENEW –YOUTH RALLY at the Center Hill congregation in Paragould, February 20-

21. Lonnie Jones will be the speaker. The cost is $10.  All those planning to attend 
are asked to meet down front following services on the 17th. 




