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Common Sense Is a Great Attribute 

 
      Common sense cannot be equated with intelligence, or education, 
or even experience. It seems to be one of those gifts with which 
some people are more greatly blessed than others. I'm not even sure 
that it is an attribute that can be learned. Perhaps the problem is that 
some people with great intelligence and "book learning" falsely view 
their thinking as common sense and that is why they have such diffi-
culty in ever achieving what is truly common sense.  

      Albert Einstein said that "common sense is nothing more than a 
deposit of prejudices laid down in the mind prior to the age of eight-
een. He may be right about that. That may be why grown men with 
absolutely no common sense never seem to acquire it, no matter how 
hard they try. 

      A lack of common sense has caused some highly educated, highly 
regarded people in our nation to abuse the rights of the people of this 
nation in the name of rights. They say that to uphold the right of free 
speech, we must allow filthy, abusive language on TV, in movies 
and music. The problem is simply a lack of common sense. 

      They say that we must allow women the right to destroy the lives 
of unborn infants and they call it "choice." They say that Boy Scouts 
should be forced to accept homosexuals, both as scouts and as lead-
ers, and they call it “fair.” 

     They say that anyone who disagrees with them is unlearned, unso-
phisticated, narrow minded and bigoted. (And they call us even 
worse names). The problem is simply a lack of common sense.  

      There is something greater than anyone's description or rights. It 
is greater than personal rights. It is greater even than the "Bill of 
Rights." It is being right with God. 

      No amount of spin makes murder, vulgarity or any other kind of 
sin right with God. 

                                               ~ Ken Baird 
 



                                                      

 

                               Shepherd’s Notes…David Pitchford 
 
   TRAIN OF THOUGHT:  Leap of Faith  

 

     Have you ever stopped to consider just how bizarre the Christian faith is?  The Bible records as history nu-
merous episodes that would be classified anywhere else as fantasy tales:  giants, demons, talking animals, 
sorcery, a worldwide flood, supernatural healings, mind-reading, prophesies, resurrection of the dead…  How 
could a mature and educated adult believe a book as far-out as the Bible?  When one approaches the Chris-
tian belief system, he is inevitably faced with a leap of faith. 

     Many people long for faith, standing at the edge and trying to build the courage to jump.  In fact, the journey 
of Christian faith is full of such leaps.  Every jump requires renewed focus and sometimes even blind confi-
dence that God will create a landing-pad. 

     Perhaps it would be encouraging to remember that God only asks us to do things he has already done him-
self.  Before he sent his Son, God looked down on us and saw only weak and ungodly men.     
                               

                  (Continued below)  

From Ken’s Pen…..  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
  
              A FUTURE AND A HOPE 
 
 (Since both the Norfork and Bull Shoals dams were 
built long before I ever knew anything about this area, I don’t 
know how much of the following story might apply to the com-
munities affected by the building of the lakes. However, the ap-
plication of the lesson can still be understood!) 
       Years ago a small town was destined to be submerged in a 
great reservoir for a hydro-electric plant. The townspeople were 
given many months to arrange their affairs and to relocate. Dur-
ing the time before the dam was built, an interesting thing hap-
pened:  all improvements ceased!  Well before the dam was built 
and the waters came, the town looked uncared for - even though 
the people had not yet moved away. One citizen explained, 
“Where there is no faith in the future, there is no power in the 
present.” 
        Psychiatrists have discovered that no matter how deeply one 
is depressed, if a ray of hope can be implanted in that person’s 
mind, he will begin to recover. One is helpless only when he 
relies totally on his own strength!  When one is ready to accept 
the help that is waiting to be given, that help will come. 
       In the days when God’s people were in exile in Babylon, 
many of them had lost all sense of hope for the future. Jeremiah 
was told to write the following words to them: 
      "For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are com-
pleted for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my 
promise and bring you back to this place. For I know the plans 
I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:10, 11). 
      The great question that needs to be faced is, “Where is our 
hope?” Do we look only on the immediate circumstances, which 
often drain us of any reason to hope that things can or will be 
any better? Or do we have a hope that is sustained by a strength 
that is outside of ourselves – the power and promise of God? 
       Hebrews 11:1 tells us, “Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
       There is always a reason to hope.  Don’t let anyone, includ-
ing yourself, tell you differently! 

     
 
 
 

 
(Continued from “Shepherd’s Notes”) 
“While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Romans 5:8).  God believed not in who we were, 
but in who he envisioned us becoming.  He saw poten-
tial in us that we couldn’t see in ourselves.  Leaving 
free will in our hands, he took faith that love would pre-
vail in the hearts of his beloved children.  His vision of 
our potential was manifested in Christ; as the Son was 
sent down into a world of sinners, the Father leaped. 
     When faith requires you to leap, just remember that 
your Father has already leaped farther for you than 
you will ever have to leap for him.   
 

Alan Pitchford, Youth Minister  
East Ridge Church of Christ  
Chattanooga, TN  
               
 
 

 
 

Surprise 95th Birthday Party 
for  

Charlotte Burton 
Wednesday, February 10th 

from 2 to 4 
at the Monroe House 
513 East 16th Street 

no gifts, please 
cards and visits will be appreciated 

 
                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

FOOD BARRELS…. The items for the Children’s 
Homes food barrels this week is salt and pepper. 

 
CARE/PRAYER GROUPS…. 
 Our new care group program will begin with  a potluck 
dinner following morning services  on Sunday, February 
7th, for all members living in the Northeast area. You will 
notice, (on the member listing that you received) that 
each area has elders and deacons with a list of mem-
bers under each. This is set up for calling each other. 
When you receive a call, you then call the name listed 
under yours. If you get no answer, call the next name. 

 
 

DOOR KNOCKING CAMPAIGN…. Coming up March 
11-14 with the church at Charleston, MO., where 
Gary Hill is working. The congregation there will 
have some housing available or if 
you choose, you may stay in local 
motels. All ages are encouraged to 
go help with this good work. Please 
sign the list on the family bulletin 
board if you would like to go. We 
will have a meeting soon, with more details. 

 
49er’s will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, Febru-
ary 11th.  Everyone is invited to bring a dish and 
your favorite games and enjoy an evening together. 

 

 

 
Those In Nursing Homes… 

Care Manor — Charlene Horton 
Good Samaritan - Rose Lewis 
Pine Lane  -   Phyllis Tague, Room 300; Leo Maynard,  Ruby 
Chandler,   Vida Bowers room 201 
Auburn Hills  —   Roberta Stoddard  
Gassville Nursing Center—Frank &  Verniece  Cunningham, 
Hazel Smith, room 111,  phone 435-2090    
Hiram Shaddox — Estelle McDaniel 
 

Our Homebound….. 
Kelley Caldwell, Earl Nichols,  IvaLee Cleveland, Gladys 
Green, Virgie Lance,  Carla  Swadley,  Jerry Pelts 
 

Those needing our prayers….  
Libby Baker remains in the local hospital, room 3535.   
Also, please remember Edith Messick, Ed Berning,  Wayne 
Crownover, Ransy Cotter,  Elsie Crawford, Nellie Uchtman 
and Bessie Saxion. 
 

                     
 “Sweetheart Banquet”  Saturday, February 13th. 
Put on your finest as we roll out the red 
carpet for our “stars.”   Please sign the list 
on the family bulletin board if you plan to 
attend. 

Family   News   &   Notes  

From Me To You… 
     
 

    
     Good Friends 

 

 "Do not forsake your own friend or your father's friend, and do not go to your brother's house in the day of disaster; better is a 
neighbor who is near than a brother far away" (Proverbs 27:10).  Having good friends is important to us. In fact, God said that 
being alone is "not good" (Genesis 2:18). To have good friends, we must be a good friend by being loyal and taking a sincere 
interest in others.  A good friend is also very important for your spiritual welfare.  Take note of the following: 

 1. A Real Friend Cares About You All the Time. "A friend loves at all times" (Proverbs 17:17). In trouble, you see who your real 
friends are. 

 2. The Best Friends Have Good Character. "He who loves purity of heart and whose speech is gracious, the king is his friend"  
 (Proverbs 22:11).  
 3. A True Friend is Considerate Of Other's Feelings. "He who blesses his friend with a loud voice early in the morning, it will be reck-
oned a curse to him" (Proverbs 27:14). A good friend is sensitive to how his acts could annoy others. Don't call your friend too 
early in the morning while he is asleep!  

 4. A Helpful Friends Will Tell You the Truth, Even if it Hurts. "Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but deceitful are the kisses of an 
enemy" (Proverbs 27:6). A real friend will tell us what we need to hear.  

 5. A Valuable Friend Will Encourage You to Be Your Best. "As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his 
friend" (Proverbs 27:17). Interaction with friends of high character will challenge us to be better.  

 Be the kind of friend you would like to have. Take a genuine interest in others and you will have a very rewarding life.  
                        ~ Michael 

TEEN GIRLS will be babysitting in the youth room from 5:15-8:30 Friday evening, the 6th 
“RENEW” Youth Rally at the Center Hill congregation in Paragould, February 20-21. Lonnie Jones will be the speaker 

TEEN BREAKFAST—Monday the 15th, at 7:00 am at McDonalds 




