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WHAT DOES IT TAKE?

Several years ago a high school friend andlked about what it takes tp
get something done in the world (one of us has done it; it is not I). The|con-
versation was occasioned by the fact that my friend's son was abut to
graduate from high school, and was eagerly awaiting word from sejeral
prestigious universities to which he had applied. My friend, who gradyated
at the top of his class in kindergarten, and forever thereafter, expressgd the
view that brain power is not what matters. What matters is passion. | fhink
he's right. "We may affirm absolutely that nothing great in the world|has
been accomplished without passion.” So wrote Hegehilosophy of His-
toryin 1832. It was true then; it is true now.

There are, to be sure, certain professions that would seem to b¢ poor
choices for those of us whose 1Qs don't exactly knock the top out. Nuclear
physicist comes to mind. But most people are smart enough to do|most
things. When a person says that he cannot do something, the truth is flmost
always that he is not willing to. Who said, "Man does not lack power; man
lacks will?" Hugo, | think, but whoever said it got it right.

The ultimate example, of course, is Jesus. How much did He want t¢ rec-
oncile us to God? How passionate was He? Can you imagine? Of coufse
you cannot. | cannot. No man can. That kind of passion is God's along

Things happen when people want very much for them to happen.
"Want," not "wish,” mind you. Desires can be good or evil, of course,|and
results follow desires.

Paradoxically, for Christians, the ultimate good comes only when we
surrender our wills entirely. When we surrender our wills to His, our apili-
ties, feeble or great, are magnified infinitely, and the impossible beqome
real.

But that choice, to surrender, can be ours alone. He will not forcelit on
us. Interesting, isn't it, that the ultimate triumph of our wills can only rgsult
from a surrender of them? What does it take? It takes a recognition} that
God loves us even more than we love ourselves, that He knows bettgr than
we can ever know what is right for us, and that His power can make ¢s all
that He imagined we would be when He made us in His image. Wheh we
know this, and act upon it by making His will our own, all things are pdssi-
ble. Even death itself must step aside.

~TanKankersley

KPFM (105.5 FM)

sty Everyone - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

Weekdy Tyesday - Ladies Bible Class 10:30 a.m.

Lord's Day Services begin Sunday with Bible Study @ 9:30 a.m. followed by
Morning Worship @ 10:20 a.m. & Evening Worship @ 5:00 p.m.




Shepherd’s Notes...... Doyle Davis

God’s Purpose For The Home
(This article was written 25 years ago while working at the Shudtgis Child & Family Services in Valparaiso, IN)
OnFebruaryl, 1985,my mother and father, Henry and Nola Davis, celebrated their 60th wedding a
sary in Rockford, lllinois. | cannot think of a greater heritage that they could leave their ficutlssr friends a
the community in which they live than their years of commitment to each other. The questiorskhayisalf is
"How did it happen?" Didn't they have the same problems of making a living, raising and edueattifegrtty

as others about them. Didn't they have to live in the same rapidly changing world and amid thencppites;

sures to be different?

| believe there are at least four factors that brought them through 60 years of marriage. tbpé&tiey mad
a commitment to be true to themselves. 2) They made a commitment to each other. The vows theyn&
another were important. 3) They made a commitment to the children they were responsible for iodhme
world. 4) They kept the commitment they made to God, to honor His Word.

If one or the other had failed in their personal commitment, the result would not have besmnehébeliev

that this heritage of commitment, a heritage we see less and less in our world, is worth oureffedtt® prer

serve. (Continued below)

From Ken’s Pen..... (Continued from “Shepherd’s Notes”)

If we can pass this vision on to the children we sery

_ One of the most difficult things for us to face || \ye may be able to stem the tide of the breakdow
is change™ Among the most difficult decisions to make || homes and families which threatens our society.
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ShultsLewis and to our families in the Lord's church,
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are what to change, when to change, and how to To my mother and father, congratulations, and thank

change. you.

God has revealed certain activities and expects
them to be followed without changing them. Other
things are subject to change. * .
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This year, there are some changes taking place (Continued from “Ken’s Pen”)
here at College and North. You may have noticed the

painting that has already begun in the auditorium, One: if boats are supplanted by railroads,
and the samples of carpet and pew covers that are in serious unemployment will result.
the foyer for your examination and input. These are Two: boat builders would suffer, and tow-
significant changes! line, whlp, and harness makers would be
_ _ , left destitute.
This past Sunday night, Cameron Davis an- Three: canal boats are absolutely essential
nounced, on behalf of the elders, a change in com- to the defense of the United States ... The

munication within the congregation, as the “Prayer Erie Canal would be the only means by

and Care Groups” is being overhauled and imple- which we could ever move the supplies so
mented. This is a change from the way things have vital to waging a modern war.

been done — or not done — in the past. ) )
] ] ] As you may well know, Mr. President, railroad car-

criticize them and complain about them. Before you || mjles per hour... The Almighty certainly never in-

make up your mind to be a critic, please consider the || tended that people should travel at such a break-
following anecdote. The letter that is quoted was writ- | | hack speed.

ten during the presidency of Andrew Jackson (1829-

1837): Sincerely,

Martin Van Buren
President Jackson, Governor of New York
The canal system of this country is being threat- May we strike a balance: let us not want change just
ened by the spread of a new form of transporta- for the sake of change, but let us not oppose change
tion known as railroads. The federal government just for the sake of opposition!

must preserve the canals for the following rea-
sons: (Continued in next column)

To each of you who help us keep our commitments
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When you pray, /a/em remember e ﬁ%«//)(/,..

Those In Nursing Homes...

Care Maner-Charlene Horton

Good SamaritaRose Lewis

Pine Lane Phyllis Tague, Room 300; Leo Maynard, R
Chandler, Vida Bowers room 201

Auburn Hills- Roberta Stoddard

Gassville Nursing Cenferank & Verniece Cunningham,
Hazel Smith, room 111, phone2(E%)

Hiram ShaddexEstelle McDaniel

Our Homebound

Kelley Caldwell, Earl Nichols, IvaLee Cleveland, G
Green, Virgie Lance, Carla Swadley, Jerry Pelts

Those needing our prayers....
Ron Lewis is at home under hospice care. Norma
in ICU at Hot Springs. Please remember Edith
and her sister Inga, Libby Baker, Kathleen Pr
Wayne Crownover, Jane Cox, Ransy Cotter, Doro
ens, Naomi Britt, Elsie Crawford, Nellie Ucht
Bessie Saxion.

Sympathy....
Jim Smith, father of Nadine Bussard, passed away

ber 26th. Services were held at Hardy. We exfen

sympathy to Nadine and Jon and all the family.

FOOD BARRELS.... The item for the Children’
Homes food barrels this week is rotel tomatoes.
truck from Southern Christian Home will be here
January 19th, to pick up supplies.

r's will meet Thursday, January 14th, at 6:00 pm,
in building B. Everyone is invited to attend. Bring
dish and your favorite games and enjoy an even
together.

Y.O.U.... January 2224 on the campus of UCA in
Conway. Brad Harrub will be the keynote speak
Parents are also invited to attend. There will be a m

la{ag for all those planning to attend, on Wednesd
hight, the 20th.

Did You Know?
1. We helped 3 families that were victims of hou
N CRx{Sveek.

Mesgifknheeler is coming April 18th to do a s
borgltitied, “Let's Walk Together.”

hy KIBR is coming Junesp6
an and

YOUTH NOTE LOCK IN—Friday night (15th
from 5:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., in Springfield. There
ﬁe a meeting down front following services Wedneg

@ﬁglﬁgrf all those planning to attend.
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From Me To You...

It's kind of nice getting things back to normal. Don’t know if the kids and teachers going back to
would agree, but | know several parents who were ready. We had a great jumpstart to the week this m
ing with 23 of us enjoying some good fellowship during our monthly teen breakfast. | know we all ap

ated Wayne Camp and Cameron Davis joining with us as we
table when we all joined in singing his Happy Birthday song.
Some of you are already planning their 2010 calendars and |

update you on events that will be taking place. Get ready, get set...

January
15 Lock In (Springfield)
22-24 Youth Outreach University

April
2-4

30 Devo @ Ellis’s 18
February

13 Sweetheart Banquet May
19-21 Youth Rally (Paragould) 16

28 Devo @ Shrables
March June 27-30
14 Devo @ Caldwell’'s

22-26 Spring Break
August 6-8

LLL Convention (Memphis)
10-11 Spring Banquet (912"
Meeting with Bill Wheeler
2325 Hammond Mill Retreat

Honoring our Seniors
21-22 Volunteer Special Olympics (Harding)

July18-24 Green Valley Bible Camp

school
orn-

preci-
Il and to Ben Strider for not crawling under the
thought it might be helpful to use this spot and

Vacation Bible School

Christ Quest







